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FOREWORD 


40 years ago when the Central Institute of Indian Languages was set 
up, one of its main objectives was to act as a nodal agency for language 
related research in India. The study of folklore engaged the attention of 
the Institute right from its inception. The folklore unit of the Institute 
became a leader in the study of folklore across the country. This must be 
recognized because prior to that the accounts of folklore were confined 
to report of British Administrators or the Missionaries and it was only 
Central Institute of Indian Languages which wanted to establish the 
study of folklore in the matrix of inquiry into the nature of human mind, 
culture and society. The Institute did commendable work in the area of 
tribal languages and many of the linguists collected several folk 
materials for textual analysis. Several international scholars were 
engaged in dialogue on the subject with experts from the Institute. 
However, a great deal still needs to be done for the Institute to revitalize 
folklore studies since they are of great importance. 

“Folklore as currently understood goes beyond religious or 
supernatural beliefs and practices, and compasses the entire body of 
social tradition whose chief vehicle of transmission is oral or outside 
institutional channels”. It is, often, a source of history for predominantly 
oral languages. Since Nagas are known to have a very rich component of 
folklore which is being passed down the generations through word of 
mouth, the documentation of folk materials is bound to be an important 
integral component of the development of the language and culture of 
the people. 

There is also a concern in many circles that just as languages are 
viewed as endangered, the entire cultural fabric is also under threat 
because of rapid advancement in technology and social change. Modern 
societies are being de-linked from their ancient tradition and unless 
attempts are made now indigenous knowledge system links to the 
folklore will also be lost. It is, therefore, commendable that in this 
collection “the authors have prepared a scholarly collection of Sangtam 
folktales which combines legend, dance, ballad and ritual, carnival and 
so on in relation with social structure and biology and ecology that still 
thrive in oral literature among the Sangtam community. The tales reflect 
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the dynamic character of Naga folk culture as a whole and the Sangtam 
community, in particular. The central theorem one could find from this 
combination of Sangtam folktales is, they vividly portray the deep and 
passionate lives of the ancestors of the Sangtam community and the way 
they treated animals as a part of human society in the ancient world. 

We hope this collection will help not only preserve the folk literature 
of Sangtam community, but also become a valuable contribution to the 
folklore studies in the country. I congratulate the authors. 

Prof.Rajesh Sachdeva 
Director Incharge 

Central Institute of Indian Languages 
Mysore 
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PREFACE 


This book containing folktales of Sangtam Naga is a completely new 
English version for Sangtam community in the history of Sangtam 
literature. It has been our long aspiration to compile Sangtam folktales 
and publish it in a book-form for the past many years. But due to want of 
dedicated experts and also financial constraints it had been delayed for 
years together. In the meantime Shri Tsalongse Chodongse under the 
guidance and inspiration of Dr. Kedutso Kapfo, Associate Professor, 
CIIL, Mysore, has sacrificed and dedicated his valuable time to research 
on this project. He had collected many Sangtam folktales from elders and 
also from other available sources. This collection is particularly essential 
for our community to preserve our rich folk culture and tradition for 
generations to come. 

For review and comment, the Sangtam Literature Committee 
Members selected the following subcommittee members to edict the 
original manuscript. Dr. N. Meren, retired Medical Director, Rev. Imtiba, 
S.B.C., Kohima and Shri Miithingnyuba, Jt. Director, Employment 
Exchange, Nagaland, Kohima. Accordingly, they had perused the 
manuscript minutely and edited it in the year 2007. 

This will be the first edition of Sangtam Naga folktales for Sangtam 
community published by CIIL, Mysore. I, on behalf of the Sangtam 
Literature Community, express our deep appreciation. We are indebted to 
the concerned authority of CIIL, Mysore, for publishing this book. I 
hope that readers of this book will get immense benefit. 

S. Imsumanen Sangtam 

Chairman 

Sangtam Literature Committee 





INTRODUCTION 


Nagas are spread over Nagaland, part of Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Burma and Assam. One of the uniqueness of the Nagas is that, wherever 
they may be, they passionately lived in folklorist’s lives. Every tribe of 
the Nagas has their own rich folk literature. There is however striking 
contrast between modern technology and folk tradition. The coming of 
modem education and technology has immensely benefited younger 
generation in their advancement of knowledge. At the same time, it also 
endangers the survival of their culture and tradition. The present day 
generation does not get much opportunity to listen to their folktales as 
much as their older generations did. 

The tradition of night-hour gatherings in the village played major role 
in transmission of folktales from generation to generation among the 
Nagas. However, this tradition is almost extinct even in the village 
culture today. Causes of such extinction are several. Three major reasons 
may be accounted here. First is the spread of Christianity in the villages. 
The tradition of night-hour gatherings where the young adults listened to 
the folktales told by their elders had been replaced by church services 
where they only had to listen to the sermons of the preachers. Second is 
literacy which brings modern education, technology and urbanization that 
had penetrated in the village culture. Besides televisions, varieties of 
children’s stories, comics and so on are available in schools and in the 
markets. Third is schooling. Lessons incorporated in language subjects 
are from outside source only. Even in mother tongue textbooks, most of 
the stories are translated from outside source, though are appealing to the 
children. There is hardly any local origin. This had caused negative 
impact on the children. Directly or indirectly, children have taken their 
folktales as something sub-standard and not worthy of listening to. 

Incorporating legendary stories of native people in the school 
textbooks can play not only a mere source of information about the lives 
of their ancestors, but also can play an important role in mental building 
and personality development of children. With this objective, the Central 
Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore, in collaboration with the 
Textbook Section, Department of School Education, Govt, of Nagaland, 
had attempted to collect folktales from various tribes of Nagas so as to 


IX 



include them in mother tongue textbooks. 

Compilation of these Sangtam folktales is part of this objective. They 
contain rich information of legendary history from the creation of earth 
by Lihjaba to the growth of the great family houses of the Sangtams, one 
of the tribes inhabited in the eastern part of Nagaland. 

We wish to acknowledge our gratitude to the tellers of these folktales. 
This compilation was possible only because of their sincere contribution. 
Many tellers had contributed more, but we have not included some of the 
stories told by them in our compilation. The reason is that, according to 
us, they do not appear to be of Sangtam origin, but from some other 
sources. We request the tellers to pardon us if there were any mistake in 
our perception. Only the tales whom we perceived as Sangtam origin are 
included in this compilation. 

We also express our appreciation to Sangtam Literature Committee for 
their cooperation and encouragement. Finally, we thank the Director, 
Central Institute of Indian Languages, Mysore, for taking up 
responsibility for publication. 

Authors 
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1 Creation of Earth 



In the beginning there was only space and nothing was 
existed. By that time Lihjabif the creator’ was there and 
he decided to create an earth. He created the earth easily. 
But w hen Lihjaba was in course of creating the earth his 
mind was intensely drawn towards his conception. Seeing 
that, cockroach wanted to trick Lihjaba. So slowly and 
silently he crawled behind Lihjaba and shouted loudly: 

“Enemies are coming!” 


Unaware of the trick of the cockroach, Lihjaba was 
terribly shocked and hastily created the earth. As a result 
ot which the earth became coarse, forming hills and 
mountains. 


After Lihjaba created the earth, he made a garden and 
planted ziva bitter gourd’ for his food. As he finished 
creating the earth he entrusted one woman named 
Sanyangla to hold the earth on her hand. While holding the 
earth, she saw the fruit of ziva and was tempted to pluck its 
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fruit. She left the earth aside and went to the garden to 
pluck ziva which caused the earth trembled. 

The Sangtams believed that whenever Sanyangla left the 
earth for plucking ziva it causes earthquake. 


2. Ancient Science of Sangtam 

The legendary of Sangtams handed down to the later 
generations says that the Sangtams had their own culture, 
tradition and religion right from the time of its origination. 
Like any other tribes of Nagas, they also were an 
independent group of people from the beginning. The 
Sangtams were not only brave warriors, but also 
intelligent. They migrated from place to place for various 
reasons. Two main reasons may be accounted here: the 
first is due to the conflict with other tribes, and the second 
could be said as in search of fertile soil. 

The ancestors of Sangtam had their own science in 
studying about the fertility of soil for growing crops. In 
order to select a permanent place for settlement, they 
would first examine the soil of the new' country. By doing 
so, they would dig a hole on the ground. The earth taken 
out from the dug hole would be gathered safely and then 
the hole was refilled with the dug-out earth. In doing so, if 
the hole was not fully fdled with the soil, the land was 
considered unfertile and hence unsuitable for settlement. 
Conversely, if the hole w as fully filled with the same soil, it 
was considered fertile land and hence suitable for 
cultivation of crops. Thus they w ould settle down there. 

While migrating from one place to another in search of 
fertile land, the Northern Sangtams were said to have 
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migrated to a particular area known as Kuyingmiizing. 
They found however that the locality was extremely cold 
and it was difficult for them to acclimatize it. So they 
proceeded further to another location called Yangli in the 
western part of Tuensang district and settled down there. 

Yangli is now the Christian Mission Centre of Sangtam 
Baptist Churches Association which falls under Longkhim 
Division of Tuensnag District, Nagaland. 


3 . Origin of Log-Drum 

The Sangtams believed that their ancestors originally 
lived in the eastern part of Asia continent. But due to some 
unknown reason they could not settle in their original 
country permanently. Thus, they went in search of a better 
place for their permanent settlement. In course of the 
migration they split into two groups: one group went 
towards Thailand country, while the other group, believed 
to be the present Sangtams in Nagaland, halted their 
migration in the valley of Chindwin of Myanmar. From 
there they further moved upwards to the present eastern 
part of Nagaland. 

Agriculture was their main occupation and they most 
relied on shifting cultivation. The ears of Sangtam 
ancestors were coarsely pierced and every Sangtam man 
and woman had large ear-hole. They were brave warriors 
and frequently waged war against their neighboring tribes. 
This could be one of the reasons that they could not settle 
in their ancestors’ country permanently. When they came 
to Myanmar, they made temporary settlement in the valley 
of Chindwin. In the valley, there was another group of 
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people who had already settled there before their arrival. 
The Sangtam warriors fought with them for supremacy 
over the country. However as the other group were also 
great warriors, neither side could defeat the other. Thus, 
the war continued for a long time. 

By their long experience in waging war against the 
enemy, the Sangtams realized that bravery alone was not 
enough to defeat the enemy. Intelligent was equally 
important even in time of escaping from enemy raid. As 
there was no sign of ceasing the war and lives became 
insecure, they made a plan to cross the big river Chindwin 
to look for a new country where they could live peacefully. 
However, the river being too big that it was impossible to 
cross it without applying some novel idea. They then 
secretly made log-drums by which to cross the river. 
Before setting out for the journey, the Sangtam warriors 
raided the enemy and killed many of them. In order to 
avenge, the enemy warriors started chasing them as they 
moved towards the river. So they let all the children and 
women crossed the river by the log-drums while the men¬ 
folk marched behind and defended firmly. While 
defending themselves the men-folk also sailed off by 
another log-drum. The river being so big that the enemy 
warriors could not pursue after them any further. With the 
help of log-drum they finally landed on the other side of 
the river. In this way, the log-drums saved them. 

In the later era they migrated to different parts of 
Nagaland. Even in the later generations, the Sangtams 
remembered how the log-drums saved their ancestors from 
the valley of river Chindwin. In remembrance of this, a 
Sangtam would make log-drum and show great reverence 
to it. Whenever they collected enemy head they would put 
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the head in the log-drum and beat it as a sign of victory. In 
order to keep the log-drum in the house, whenever a 
Sangtam constructed a house it would always keep a space 
for the log-drum. Beating the log-drum has four different 
significances. They are: (1) coming of enemies, (2) death of 
people, (3) gutting of house, and (4) normal situation of the 
village. 


4. Life after Death 




Jarongla Atapa 


The Sangtams believed that, when a person dies, his/her 
soul goes to a place known as Asiiriiyang . After death, 
every departed soul has to cross a big river which is flown 
between earth and heaven. There is a dreaded devil known 
as “Jarongla Atapa” w ho stands nearby the bridge of the 
river and wait for human soul pass through. When the 
departed soul reaches the river, this dreaded devil, 
Jarongla Atapa, would attack and often ate them up. 
Therefore, in order to save the departed soul from this 
dreaded devil, the Sangtams used to cheat Jarongla Atapa 
by applying various tricks. 


Whenever a man dies, they would carry the dead body in 
a coffin to the cemetery. The dead body would be escorted 
by a dancing group, who, dressing up themselves with 
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traditional dresses, dance around the dead body shouting, 
yelling and brandishing as if threatening the dreaded devil, 
Jarongla Atapa. It is believed that the soul of the man 
could safely cross the river and reach Asuriiyang because 
they have threatened away Jorangla Atapa from the river 
bridge. 

In the case of women and children, when one dies, 
elements such as head-dress and a variety of seed called 
khuling (name of a w ild beans) are kept by the sides of the 
coffin when the dead body is carried to the burial place. By 
applying such things, Jarongla Atapa might be attracted 
towards those items. The soul could then get rid of 
Jarongla Atapa to reach Asiiriiyang. 

Sometimes they also put a stick in front of the coffin of 
the dead body with the pretext of breaking the stick. They 
did this with the believed that the dreaded devil would 
assume that the soul was killing lice of hair, hence must not 
be disturbed. In this way the soul might escape from 
Jarongla Atpa when crossing the river. 

It is also believed that the soul of the departed person 
uses to live with the family members at least for a year. 
After that, the departed soul would leave the family 
members forever. So when the harvest is over, the 
bereaved family members use to keep rice, dresses and a 
few grains in the cemetery for the departed soul. 
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5. Lost Script of Sangtam 

In the early period the forefathers of Sangtam lived in 
darkness. They did not know about developing the script in 
their language. But as the years went by, some people came 
and distributed scripts amongst the different people. The 
forefathers of Sangtam also got one. After the distribution 
of the scripts the ancestors of other tribes were wise to 
preserve those scripts. So they wrote those scripts on the 
stones, so that they could preserve it for a longer period. 
Later these people used it for their literary development. 

But the forefathers of Sangtam, as they did not know 
how to preserve them safely permanently, wrote them on 
the scroll of hide. They kept that scroll of hide above the 
hearth in the house of a couple. What happened one 
morning, it fell into^he kitchen. But the couple forgot to 
keep it back safely and went to their field. In the evening 
when they came back the script which was written on the 
hide was eaten by their dog. In this way the forefathers of 
Sangtam lost their scripts. That’s why the Sangtam people 
remained illiterate for many years. 
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6. A Bird Called Pipiu 

Once there was a meeting of all the birds that lived on 
earth. It was mandatory for every bird to participate in it. 
However, as it was difficult for all the young and old attend 
the meeting each group sent their representatives. They 
discussed on various agendas. One of the most important 
one was “solution of drinking water”. One of the 
participants stood up and said; 

“During dry season we always face scarcity of drinking 
water. We have had suffered a lot due to this. We must 
find a solution.” 

Many brought forward different ideas how to solve this 
problem since this was not for the birds alone but also a 
common problem for all the creatures that lived on earth. 
After serious deliberations they finally resolved a decision: 

“All the birds on this earth would dig a well in their own 
respective places. A severe action would be taken against 
the one who failed to do it.” 

All that represented the meeting agreed and thereafter 
concluded the meeting. 

On the appointed day all the birds from all over the 
world dug the well except the one called “pipiu” (tsangla- 
oquh). The pipiu could not participate in it due to an 
important engagement on that day. All the birds that had 
dug the well got furious at him. So they decided that pipiu 
must be prohibited to drink water from the well. Since 
then pipiu had to depend solely on rain water or drops of 
dew for his survival. 

As pipiu could not go to the well and drink water from it 
and as the rain was irregular he would pray to God to send 


8 



rain from the sky by way of singing “tsingiir-tsingee- 
tsingee” whenever it felt thirsty. 

Even today, it is believed that it uses to rain whenever 
pipiu sang “tsingiir-tsingee-tsingee”. It is also believed bad 
omen w hen pipiu sang “tsingiir-tsingee-tsingee.” 


7. A Boy That Transformed Into a Bird Called 

Dekhc 

Once there were two orphan brothers in a village. They 
lived in humility and miserable life, because their parents 
died very early. One day, they went to their field for 
weeding. The elder brother entrusted his younger brother 
to look after their lunch-packet in the hut. 

When it was noon the younger brother felt hungry as it 
was time for them to eat lunch. So he called his elder 
brother for meal. But his elder brother replied: 

“Please wait for awhile! I have not yet finished my 
work.” 

As he felt too hungry and impatient the younger brother 
again called his brother after a gap of time. But the second 
time too, the elder brother replied the same. After some 
gap of time he again called his elder brother loudly: 

Ima! Ima! Ima! (my brother, my brother, my brother) 
Come soon, I’m too hungry! 

The third time too, the elder brother replied the same. It 
was already sunset, but the elder brother was still unable 
to come to the hut for meal, because he wanted to finish off 
the work first. This made his younger brother so upset. He 
then climbed on a plant called kliingkliasih that was 
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growing nearby their hut and cried out loudly calling his 
elder brother for lunch: 

Ima! Ima! Ima! 

As he was crying Ima! Ima! Ima! on the branch of the 
plant he transformed into a small bird. After transforming 
into the bird, his voice also changed to ‘dekhe’. He was 
then jumping and chirping ‘dekhe-dekhe’ to and fro on the 
khingkhasih plant as he waited for his elder brother. 

It was already evening when the elder brother finished 
his field-work. On finishing his work he went to the hut 
for meal, but could not find his younger brother. When he 
was looking for his younger brother he saw a small bird 
chirping “dekhe-dekhe” jumping to and fro on the branch 
of the khingkhasih plant. He realized that his younger 
brother must have transformed into that bird so he deeply 
regretted for his late coming for the lunch; but it was too 
late. Before leaving the hut, he ate half of the meal and 
kept another half of it on the branch of the plant. 
Thereafter, he left the hut for home leaving his younger 
brother behind. From this incident the small bird was 
named ‘dekhe’ by its chirping sound. 

After a few days, when the elder brother went back to 
the field he found that the left over meal w hich he kept on 
the branch of khingkhasih plant got fermented. 

The Sangtam people believe that, owing to this incident, 
the quantity of rice beer increases if the yeast is prepared 
with the seed of this plant. Even today, the Sangtam people 
use to make yeast with this seed whenever they prepare 
rice-beer at home in order to increase the quantity of beer. 

As it is believed that the bird ‘dekhe’ is transformed 
from a human being it is still revered as one of the humans, 
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hence taboo for young people to eat its flesh except elderly 
people. 


8. Miishosing Who Changed Into Snake 



There was once a man whose name was Miishosing. He 
lived in a village called Yangli, which is believed to be the 
first village of Sangtam after they migrated to present 
country from Myammar. Fishing was his main profession 
and he was indeed extra ordinary in catching fish. Every 
day, he used to catch a large number of fishes from the 
river, Tizii 1 . Observing this, all the villagers, including his 
wife and children, were astonished. His wife became 
suspicious and wanted to know the secret behind it, but he 
would never reveal his trick to anyone, including his own 
wife. 

Miishosing’s wife was a very intelligent woman. She was 
determined to find out the truth behind it by exploring a 
novel idea. One day when she was thinking intensely a 
brilliant idea struck her. So she began to work it out. She 
got up early in one morning and prepared lunch. She then 
packed the lunch and rice-beer for her husband to eat 
when fishing in the river. She also packed some husks in 


1 Tizii is one of the biggest rivers in Nagaland that flows in Sangtam inhibited area. 




another packet, opened a small hole at the bottom of the 
packet and secretly placed it along with the lunch-packet 
and the container of rice-beer in her husband’s bamboo 
basket. 

After eaten his morning meal, as usual, her husband 
carried his bamboo basket and proceeded towards Tizii for 
fishing. As expected, the packet that contained husks began 
to drop husks all along his way. His anxious wife began to 
follow him secretly by tracing the fallen husks by keeping 
distance, lest her husband would see her and know her 
intention. 

When she was nearing the river, she stopped and hid 
herself behind a bush and looked towards the direction of 
her husband w ho was at that time making fire on a big Hat 
stone on the bank of the river. After making fire, he dived 
into the river. After awhile, shocked and terrified, she saw 
her husband coming out of the river in the form of snake 
with heaps of fishes in his mouth. After placing all the 
fishes on the banana leaves, he, still being in the snake 
form, slithered round the fire to warm him up. 

Having seen all these and coming to know about the fact 
of her husband’s fishing technique, she hurried back home 
silently and narrated everything to her children. 

Miishosing returned home late in the evening and 
cooked the fishes he caught. At dinner, he served the 
cooked fishes to his wife and children, but none ate them. 
Their acts made him feel very disheartened. Later, 
reasoning their unusual behavior, he got suspicious that his 
wife and children might have come to know of his secret of 
catching fish. So he decided to leave home and family 
forever. 
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At midnight, when his wife and children were fast 
asleep, he woke up and prepared himself quietly to leave 
the house. When leaving the house, he lit up his tsibong 
faggot’, wongthi bamboo walking stick’ and his 
thsingthsang bed'’ and proceeded towards Tizii. 

To their amazement, when they woke up in the morning, 
his wife and children found him missing and his bed as 
well. 

The news of Mushosing’s disappearance reached 
everyone in the village. Having learnt the whole incident 
from his family members, the villagers went in search of 
him by following his footprints that led them to the Tizii, 
but he was nowhere to be found. So the villagers went back 
to the village with a sense of frustration. 

It is said that before crossing the river, Miishosing left 
his walking stick behind and proceeded towards Siimi 
area. After some years, his bamboo walking stick grew up 
with leaves and branches reversely upside-down, but 
disappeared after few decades. However, the big flat stone 
on which Miishosing used to make fire and warm him up 
still remains on the bank of the river. 

This legendary stone enables the Sangtain community to 
recall about the tale of Miishosing and this continues to 
remain as legendary. 
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9. Contest between Tiger and Wild Board 



Once there was a tiger and a wild boar who decided to 
contest their strength and technique in fighting. On the 
appointed day, both of them came to the arena. The Tiger 
came girding his body with cane. To fight with the tiger, 
the wild boar also smeared his whole body with thick mud. 
Thus the fight began. 

First the tiger charged and jumped on the wild boar. 
When the tiger jumped on his rival and tried to bite him, 
he could not as his mouth was only filled with mud. The 
wild boar then countered. He jumped on the tiger and cut 
off the cane with his long and sharp tooth which resulted to 
girded cane apart. As a result, the tiger became 
defenseless. The wild boar was then able to kill the tiger 
easily. The tiger had no other option but to submit. Thus, 
the wild boar defeated the tiger in the contest. 






10. Origin of Head-Hunting 

According to the Sangtam history, there was no head 
hunting culture in the early period. People were not 
violent, but loved one another and always willing to help 
one another. Life was peaceful and there was no enmity in 
the society. They earned their livelihood from place to 
place and traveled here and there without violence. 



Incidentally, once a group of men went to another place 
for earning and while coming back to their village they saw 
a group of thsihkhing ant’ carrying head of a lizard. They 
enjoyed watching what the ants were carrying with. As 
they watched the ants carrying the head of lizard they 
talked among themselves how they should learn lesson 
from the ants. 

After returning home from the journey their minds were 
hunted by the art of ants how they carried the lizard’s 
head. They were ultimately tempted to do likewise as they 
saw from the ants. A few years after, they, imitating the 
ants, killed a man from their neighboring village; severed 
his head and took it to their village by changing a rhyme: 

O kite! makii /die! 

O khe! rnaku Idle! 

Consequently, the people of that village also came and 
killed one of their villagers as revenge. From this incident, 
they created their enemy and thus the head hunting culture 
was originated. 
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Whenever they brought enemy heads to the village, they 
would come marching and joyfully chanting a rhyme as a 
sign of victory: 

O khe! maku kite! 

O khe! maku khe! 

(This implies ‘enemy’s head is in our hands!) 



After reaching the village they would put the head of 
their enemy in the log-drum and then beat the drum by 
chanting a different rhyme as: 

Aku hima hima hitsele, 

O! He! 

Ajing hima hima hitsele, 

O! He! 

(This implies head and leg of enemy have been brought 
to our village’) 

They would then perform rite for the beheaded enemy 
by way of killing a pig and would enjoy by dancing round 
the head. After a few days, they would hang the head on a 
particular tree called makuthingsing. 
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11. Contest of Sun and Moon 



In the early days sun and moon were rivals. The moon, 
though weaker than the sun, always boasted and tried to 
portray that he was stronger than the sun. So once they 
made an appointment to test their real power and strength. 
On the appointed day of the contest, before the contest 
began, the moon again boasted in front of the sun and said: 
“I can defeat you with my strength!” 

Hearing this boastful utterance of the moon, the sun got 
annoyed. Without uttering a word he looked around. 
There he saw a fresh lump of cow dung lying on the 
ground. He immediately picked it up and threw it at the 
face of the moon. This caused the light of the moon half 
spotted. As the moon was half blinded because of this, he 
could not compete with the sun anymore. Since that day 
onw ards the light of the sun became more powerful than 
the moon. Although the moon w as defeated, yet he did not 
fully surrender to the sun. He said to the sun: 

“Oh my friend, though I could not give light like before 
and that my strength has become less than yours, yet I can 
still scorch perolla ‘sesame’!” 
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12.Widow Keriikiikohlaru 


Many years ago there was a widow named, 
Keriikiikohlaru, who lived in a certain village. She was 
born poor. Not only that she was poor, she was also very 
lazy. She even rarely washed her clothes or took bathe. 
Thus, she always wore shabby dresses. Her body was also 
full of dirt and used to produce foul smell. So no one liked 
to take any edible things from her because she was such a 
dirty woman. One day a thought came to her mind: 

“I shall try to live in a place where I can freely eat and 
drink without working.” 

With this thought in mind she began to travel from place 
to place and observed people in various places. In this way, 
she saw many parts of the world, but found no place where 
she could eat and drink freely without working. For, she 
could only see people working very hard wherever she 
went. Finally, another thought came to her mind: 

“There is no place in the world where one could eat and 
drink without working.” 

She realized the importance of hard working life and 
decided to go back to her village and share her experiences 
with her people how one must work hard. So she returned 
to her village and told her villagers, all young and old as, “I 
have gone to almost all the parts of the world, searching 
for a place where I could eat and drink without working. 
But wherever I went I only could see people working very 
hard for their livelihood. So in this world, without 
working, nothing is possible for eating and drinking.” 
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13.Friendship of Frog, Crab and Bird 

Once, crab, frog and bird were neighbors. They were 
good friends, too. They always worked in their fields 
together by turn. 

One day when they were working together in the bird’s 
field it was already noon and hence time for lunch hour. 
The bird, being the owner of the field, went to the hut to 
arrange for their lunch; while her friends were working in 
the field. 

According to Sangtam social life, it was a courtesy for 
the host to tell the fellow workers to take rest. The bird 
however did not maintain this tradition because of her 
selfishness. She wanted her friends work in her field for a 
longer time. So in order to prolong the working hour she 
did not call her friends to come and take rest in the hut till 
she finished lunch preparation. 

Her friends however felt hungry and could not wait for 
her call. Moreover, as it was already late for lunch they 
became anxious. In order to ascertain what the bird must 
be doing in the hut, the crab and the frog went to the hut. 
The crab then secretly peeped at their friend, bird, through 
the hole of the wall of hut. There she saw the bird pulled 
out some of her feathers and burnt them in the fire. She 
put those burnt feathers into the curry pot. So the crab 
reported the matter to the frog. After which, they rushed 
back to the field. 

After a moment, the bird called her two friends for 
lunch. The crab and the frog entered into the hut 
pretending as if they did not know anything what their 
friend did. They ate the lunch prepared by the bird and 
found that it was delicious. So the frog asked the bird: 
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“How did you prepare such a delicious curry?” 

The bird did not tell the truth. She simply replied as, “It 
is good because of my own preparation!” 

The next day they went to the crab’s field. The crab 
being the host went to the hut in advance for preparing 
their lunch letting her friends worked in the field as their 
usual practice. Since the bird prepared such a delicious 
curry when they worked in her field, the crab also 
attempted to do the same. She tried to imitate the bird. But 
since she did not have feather, she simply jumped into the 
fire with the whole lump of her body. She could not come 
out from the fire thereafter. So instead of preparing a 
delicious lunch, the crab got herself burnt in the fire. 

It was already lunch time and her friends, frog and bird, 
were too hungry they could not wait for the call of lunch 
any longer. Even after along span of time there was no sign 
of lunch. So they perceived that something must have gone 
wrong. They rushed to the hut, but it was too late. What 
they only saw was their friend, crab, burning in the fire 
producing sound “ji-ji-ji”. 

Seeing the crab burning in the fire they felt so amused. 
As there was no lunch, they had to go home empty 
stomach. 
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14.How the Waist of Frog Became Small 

Long, long time ago, frog and banana leaf were two 
intimate friends. They used to cultivate their fields by 
rotation. That is, one day they would work together in the 
field of banana leaf and the other day in the field of frog. 

One day when they were working in the field of frog, 
suddenly a heavy storm came and blew away her friend, 
banana leaf, far to the corner of the field. 



Seeing the incident, the frog felt very funny. She began 
to laugh by putting his hands on his hips. The more he 
imagined the incident the more he felt funny. He felt too 
funny that he could not stop laughing. Thus, he all alone 
laughed, laughed and laughed. 

In this way he strained his body too much that the more 
he laughed the smaller his waist became. As a result of 
which, his waist became very small. Henceforth, the waist 
of frog remains small even today. 


15.The Widow Fly and Rat 



As per Sangtam tradition, men only used to sharpen 
cutting edge of tools. The fly being a woman and only a 
widow, was unable to sharpen her dao (chopper). As there 
was no one to sharpen her dao, and the rat being a man, 
she invited him to her house one day. When the rat entered 
her house she requested him to sharpen her dao with a 
promise of a gift in return to the rat. She said to the rat: 

“Dear rat, I am only a widow. I have no man to sharpen 
my dao. Therefore, if you help me 1 shall give you a special 
rice-beer in return.” 

The rat replied: 

“First of all, I shall drink rice-beer; after that, I shall 
sharpen your dao.” 

She agreed and hence served a full mug of rice-beer to 
the rat. The rat drank it to his full satisfaction and then 
hurried away without sharpening the dao. 

The poor widow tly was very annoyed with the behavior 
of rat. So, out of anger, she gave him a name yongmiizci , 
which means ‘drank but not sharpened’. Since then the 
name of rat has been called yongmiiza by Sangtam 
community even to this day. 
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16.The Innocent Wild Cat 


The earth was created by Lihjaba God’. One day, 
Lihjaba invited ali the animals to dance before him in a 
festival. This was most auspicious, so all the animals made 
preparation with their best dresses and ornaments to be 
worn on the day of the auspicious occasion to dance before 
Lihjaba. 

Of the many ornaments, cowry was considered most 
prestigious and it was the envy of everyone to wear it, 
especially in time of dancing. But it was rare and 
expensive; only the rich could afford to ow n it. Deer, being 
a poor animal, could not afford to buy it. Observing the 
deer’s poor condition the fox felt sorry for him. So he stole 
a cowry that belonged to squirrel and gave it to the deer. 
The deer then polished the stolen cowry and kept it on a 
flat stone. 



Squirrel discovered that his cowry was missing. Thus, he 
felt very sad and moody. He was however determined to 
find it back. In order to search for his missing cowry he 
climbed up on a tall tree looking down the ground. While 
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looking down the ground he saw a glittering object lying on 
a flat stone which shone brightly in the sunshine. He 
thought the object could be his lost cowry. Out of his 
enthusiasm and happiness he jumped from branch to 
branch on the tree. Unfortunately, while jumping, he 
pushed down a dry branch which fell straight on the 
cowry. As a result, the cowry was broken. This made the 
deer very upset and angry. He became restless and 
unconsciously jumped here and there. At that moment, the 
earthworm was basking in the sunshine. The deer 
unknowingly stepped on its back causing serious injury. 
Due to excruciating pain the earthworm sprang up and 
down; thereby unfortunately squashed the eggs of a jungle 
fowl. This had caused a great grief to the jungle fowl. She 
became almost senseless as her grief was so immense, but 
there was no way to recover her loss. Out of her 
frustration she destroyed the field of Lihjaba. 

The destructive act of jungle fowl annoyed Lihjaba so he 
asked for explanation from her. With humble voice the 
jungle fowl sorrowfully explained the reason for her act to 
Lihjaba, 

“My lord, when I was brooding, the earthworm came 
and destroyed my eggs. As I was so much in grief I became 
senseless. Out of frustration I went out and spoiled your 
field.” 

Hearing the incident, Lihjaba felt terribly sorry for the 
jungle fowl. So he summoned the earthworm and asked the 
reason as to why he had broken the eggs of the jungle fowl. 
The earthworm then gave his statement: 

“Intentionally, the deer came and stepped on my back 
causing me excruciating pain when I was basking in the 
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sunshine. Due to the pain I sprang here and there and 
accidentally broke the eggs of the fowl.” 

Then Lihjaba summoned deer to his court and asked for 
explanation as to why he did so. The deer accordingly came 
to the court of Lihjaba and gave his statement: 

“My lord, this is not my mistake. When I was 
sharpening my dao, the squirrel dropped a dry branch 
from the tree and broke my cowry.” 

“From where did you get the cowry?” asked Lihjaba. 

“1 required a cowry for festival dance. Then the fox stole 
a cowry from somewhere and gave it to me”, the deer 
explained. 

On the basis of the statement of deer Lihjaba arrested 
the fox and put him inside a cage and bolted from outside. 
He then decided to award a severe punishment to the fox. 
After considering several options, he finally decided to 
punish the theft by throwing hot water on his body. So he 
went inside his house to boil water. As Lihjaba left the 
cage, the fox cried out loudly: 

“Whoever wants to eat meat can come to me. I will serve 
you meat as much as you want.” 

Wild cat heard the announcement so he went near to the 
fox. 

“Wild cat, what do you want?” asked the fox. 

“I do eat chicken”, said the wild cat. 

The fox then said to the wild cat: 

“Fine, but First of all, you release me from this cage.” 

The wild cat obliged. 
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“Now you can go inside the cage and I shall bring you 
chicken as you want”, said the fox. 

But what happened next? As soon as the wild cat entered 
the cage the fox closed it from outside and sped away. 

After he had boiled the water, Lihjaba hurriedly 
brought it to the cage and poured the hot water into the 
cage. But the wild cat said with anguish: 

“I am not the fox, I am your grandson.” 

Lihjaba regretted for awarding such a harsh 
punishment to an innocent. He apologetically let out the 
wild cat from the cage. This scalding caused the skin of 
wild cat spotted. So even today the color of the wild cat 
remains stripe and spotted. 


17.The First Discovery of Fire 

In the early period, no one knew how to make lire except 
deer. So everyone wanted to know the technique of making 
fire from the deer. One day all the animals and insects had 
a meeting and resolved to request deer to teach them the 
technique of making fire. 

As requested by all the animals, the deer also consented 
to their request and agreed to be present on the appointed 
day. On the appointed day, before making fire, the deer 
asked all the animals and insects present in the 
demonstration to close their eyes. As commanded by the 
deer, everyone present closed their eyes. The bhifii 
'housefly’, while closing her eyes, put her hands below her 
armpit so that she could not see. But then, the deer asked 
the housefly: 
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“Why? Why are you not closing your eyes?” 

For, the deer did not know that the housefly had 
compound eyes through which she was unable to see. Her 
real eyes were located just below her armpit through which 
she could only see. 



The second time, the deer asked everyone to close their 
eyes again. This time the housefly closed her compound 
eyes by putting her hands above her armpit. 

As everyone had closed their eyes, the deer began to 
demonstrate how to make fire. He ignited fire by applying 
traditional method of lire making called mihlaba. He put 
sponge in between the two split dry-wood which looked like 
his hoof. He then rubbed the edge of wood by pulling up 
and down with a rope. After doing this for awhile, the 
smoke came out and then red-ash, which became fire. 

As the housefly did not close her armpit she was able to 
observe the way how the deer was demonstrating. Since all 
the other animals and insects had obeyed the deer and 
closed their eyes when he gave demonstration they all 
missed opportunity to learn the technique of making fire. 

In this way, the deer was the first animal that discovered 
the art of fire making called mihlaba. Similarly, among all 
the insects, the housefly was the first that leant the 
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technology of fire-making. Thereafter, man also learnt the 
art of making fire from bhifil housefly’. 


18.The Sun and The Cock 



In the beginning Lihjaba ‘God’ created everything, 
including the sun and the earth. But once there arose 
amongst some animals a dissension against the sun as he 
was sending strong heat to the earth causing lot of 
discomfort to some creatures. They boastfully proclaimed 
that they could live on the earth without the sun. When the 
sun heard it, he got so disheartened and angry too for their 
boastful utterance. So he decided not to appear and give 
light to the earth anymore, hence disappeared. The 
disappearance of the sun had caused utter darkness to the 
earth. This continued for three days. During the period of 
darkness, all the humans, animals, insects, and whatever 
creatures that lived on the earth faced a lot of unbearable 
miseries and problems. Whatever they had gathered for 
their livelihood such as food, firewood, water, grains, etc. 
were exhausted. Many people became homeless as they 
could not trace out their homes once they distanced away 
from it. They felt hungry and thirsty but helpless as the 
earth was in utter darkness. Thus, there occurred chaos 
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and confusion among the creatures on the earth. So, all the 
creatures that lived on earth such as humans, animals, 
birds, and so on and so forth convened an emergency 
meeting. In the meeting they resolved to request an 
appointment from the sun and ask him for apology and 
also request him to appear again to the earth like before. 

On the appointed day, all the delegates of humans, 
animals, birds and insects went to the sun and made a 
fervent request to forgive them for their boastful utterance 
and requested him to come back. But the sun did not listen 
to their plea. He simply replied: 

“I always give my energy and light to all of you, but in 
return, you have done nothing for me.” He further said: 

“You make light by yourselves and do your work!” 

The sun remained adamant. So, human beings sent 
eloquent speakers and animals and bird sent most 
beautiful singers to appease the sun to return to the earth, 
but to no avail. The sun would only say: 

“You have received good talent from Lihjaba, but there 
is no love in your action. You speak sweet words more and 
more, and sing sweet songs more and more. But I do not 
have any confidence on you. Therefore, I should not listen 
to your request.” 

In this way, the delegates had to return home without 
any fruitful result. There was therefore no other means left 
for them to appease the sun. Thereafter, all the creatures 
on earth unanimously decided to send cock for another 
attempt as their spokesman to approach the sun once 
again. The reason for selecting the cock was that, he was 
innocent, beautiful and polite. But the cock humbly said: 

“The superior elders like men, tigers, stags, when they 
could not convince the sun, how can I, a small creature and 
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powerless being, approach the mighty sun. But if all of you 
insist that I must approach the sun, then I shall try my 
best.” 

So the cock agreed to go and appeal the sun on behalf of 
all the creatures. He then dressed himself up properly, 
preened his feathers to the best presentable fashion and 
proceeded to the sun. On his arrival, the cock addressed 
the sun: 

“Almighty sun, the creator, Lihjaba had created you in a 
very special way. You are mild, wise and good looking, too. 
You do good job for others without expecting anything in 
return. If they were wise like you, they should never ask 
you to come back to the earth. Now, in reality, all the 
creatures had realized the great mistake they had 
committed and now are regretting themselves. 

A small creature like me is not worthy of approaching 
and requesting you in this way. 

Now men are ready to offer chickens to the wild cats in 
their festivals, but if you do not come back to the earth, all 
big and small creatures are going to be vanished: even the 
wild cats would miss the opportunity to festive with 
chickens. 

Therefore, I, on behalf of all the creatures, promise that 
we will never disturb you anymore. Rather we shall give 
thanks to you for your coming back to the earth. 

This is the fervent prayer of all the creatures on earth 
that you should return to the earth. Shining and glorious it 
would be, if you come back to the earth! In honor of you, 
the dew will fall their drops upon the flowers and the 
flowers will welcome you from the mountains.” 

Hearing the sweet words of the cock, the adamant heart 
of the sun was melted. The sun said: 
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“If there were some wise animals like you, I should have 
already gone back to the earth before. But alas! There is 
none like you!” 

Then the cock replied: 

“Almighty sun, if you do not come back to the earth, 
both big and small creatures will surely die. We will not see 
again your warm light and our happiness will be gone. The 
wild cats would also miss the opportunity to festive with 
chickens. Therefore, if you come back a little late, it w ill be 
a last danger. 

My lord! 1 assure you. All the creatures on earth are 
anxiously waiting for your return.” 

The words of the cock had touched the heart of the sun 
deeply. So the sun agreed to come back to the earth and 
give light to it. 

As the sun had given his commitment to the cock, all the 
creatures on earth were waiting for the sun patiently with 
a warm heart. Finally, one morning, the sun came out. 
Seeing that, all the creatures on earth were thrilled and 
jubilant. In honor of the sun, the cock crowed and the sun 
was happy with the cock. Since that day onwards, to 
welcome the sun, the cock would crow' every morning 
before sun-rise. 
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19.Momola 


Once there was a man who used to catch many fishes 
whenever he went to the river for fishing. As he was 
grateful to the river for her generosity, he promised to 
offer his daughter, Mamola, to the river. 

After a few days of the promise, there was torrential 
rain. As a result, slowly and steadily all the rivers, gorges 
and mountains were filled with water by producing a 
sound, “mo-mo-mo”. 

Both humans and animals were terrified. They all 
climbed up on to the mountain “Yako” for their safety. 
Likewise, whenever the flood came, all the animals and 
humans would climb onto the mountains and gather on the 
mountain “Yako”. The presence of animals had caused 
nuisance to the people so they conceived an evil design, 

“When the flood subsided we shall kill all the animals and 
consume their flesh”. 



With this thought, they tied all the animals with ropes 
against the trees on the mountain Yako. But the fisherman 
was thinking in different way. He thought, “This happened 
because of my false promise to the river god, because I 
could not offer my daughter, Momola, to it. So the river 
got angry and sent flood upon the earth”. 


32 


In this way the fisherman was only thinking about his 
guilt. He could not bear his guilt any further, though he 
loved his daughter so much. So, at last, he had no other 
option, but to offer his daughter, Momola, to the river god. 

After the fisherman had offered his daughter to the river 
god, the volume of water had decreased and hence the 
flood subsided. 

When the flood subsided, the fishes were found bounty 
in plates, hollow stones, woods and bamboo vessels. At the 
same time, all the animals that were tied with ropes broke 
off the ropes and ran away except an animal which an 
orphan had tied with a rope called see’. 

Because of this, the Sangtams considered ‘see’ as an 
extra-ordinary rope. So till today the trappers use this rope 
in trapping animals. 

After a few years, Momola came back to the village to 
meet her father with her baby. While she was busy in the 
kitchen, she wrapped her baby and kept it on the bed. 
After sometime when she came out from the kitchen she 
could not find her baby. So she became worried and asked 
her younger brothers and sisters about her baby. But they 
said, “We did not see your baby. But we saw a fish on the 
bed which we had roasted and had already eaten it.” 

She realized that her baby was eaten by her brothers 
and sisters so she said, “How can I meet my husband since 
my baby is lost?” 

When she was thinking meditatively an idea struck her 
mind. She asked her brothers and sisters to gather their 
saliva on her palm. So they did the same. Out of the saliva 
she produced another fish called khutse-nguh name of a 
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small fish found in small streams’ which looked like her 
baby. After that she carried it back to the river. 

Henceforth, it is believed that whenever a baby is sick, it 
is feared that some of the family members might have hurt 
the feeling of mother’s father-in-law, thus causing sickness 
to the child. In order to get heal the baby they need to 
obtain new blessing from the father-in-law. 

In order to get back father-in-law’s blessing, the sick 
child must be brought to the father-in-law and plead for 
his forgiveness. The father-in-law would then bring khutsc- 
nguh fish from the river. After roasting it, it would be 
given to the sick baby in the form of giving new blessing so 
that the baby may be healed. 

Due to this incident, the Sangtams believe that one 
should never do anything against the wishes of father-in- 
law. 
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20.Ant and Grasshopper 



Once, grasshopper visited ant in a summer season. They 
began to converse. 

“Oh! My friend! Why do you always keep busy in your 
work?” said grasshopper. “Grasshopper, my bosom 
friend, I use to collect soil to build my house and collect 
food grains during summer for winter season”, replied the 
ant. 

Then the grasshopper sneered and mocked at the ant 
saying: 

“Life should not remain in constant working. One 
should relax and sing song joyfully.” The ant replied: “If 
you work hard during summer then when winter conies 
you will not face starvation.” 

Hearing that, the grasshopper felt insulted and walked 
off boastfully. Thereafter, the grasshopper became very 
proud and crawled over the leaves of the trees and snags 
merrily singing songs roaming here and there. In that way 
he wasted all his precious time the whole summer. But for 
the ant, he kept busy working day and night even exposing 
him to the burning sun. In other occasion, he worked in 
heavy rain collecting food grains for the winter season. 
Whenever he had spare time, he would not relax but keep 
busy constructing his house. 
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When the winter came, the leaves of the trees were 
withered and ripped fruits were fallen on the ground. The 
ant collected grains and kept in his granary. By and by the 
land became scorched. All the green leaves dried up; 
summer season was over. As a result, the grasshopper 
could not get daily food for survival. He searched food 
from place to place but couldn’t find any. Gradually, the 
grasshopper became weaker and weaker and even his face 
also became pale because he did not get regular meal 
anymore. Finally, he could not even move his body freely. 
One day, he flew from tree to tree and used off all his 
energy. He then fell to the ground and died there. 

But for the ant, he had bountiful food in his house. He 
ate as much as he desired and lived without any hardship. 
One day, when he went out from his house and stroll 
around he saw his friend, grasshopper, lying dead. “This is 
your own fate!” said the ant and went back to his house. 

21.The Jackal and the Tiger 

One day a hornbill was singing, “vu-vu-vu” llapping its 
wings in the sky. Seeing the flying hornbill the jackal said 
to the tiger: 

“Do you hear the song of hornbill?” 

“Yes, I do!” replied the tiger: 

The cunning jackal said: “The wings of the hornbill are 
made by me. If you want to fly like him, I can make wings 
for you also.” 

The Tiger was thrilled to fly; so he said, “If you can 
make for me then I shall be very grateful to you.” 


36 



The jackal commanded, “In order to make your wings, 
you have to bring me a sumishing (a thorny plant); 
because, all the wings I prepared are made out of it.” 

As the tiger was so fascinated to fly like hornbill, he did 
as the jackal said without a second thought. So he brought 
the sumishing to the jackal. 



The jackal then commanded the tiger to lie down. The 
tiger obeyed. As the tiger lied down before the jackal, the 
jackal pierced the ribs of the tiger with pointed sumishing. 
Since it was very painful the tiger started groaning. But the 
jackal pacified the tiger, “One must bear such a pain. It 
will be okay afterwards. Very soon you will be able to fly 
in the sky like that hornbill.” 

The tiger believed what the jackal said and endured the 
pain. But after a few moments, he breathed his last. 
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22.The Trapper 



Once there was a trapper of animals who lived in a 
certain village. One clay when he was going on trapping 
animals in the forest, it was too late to go home. So he spent 
his time in the forest that night. He went on searching for a 
shelter for the night rest. At last, he found a rock-cave, 
w hich happened to be a den of the tigers. After he slept off, 
the tigers also came to their den for night rest. The tigers 
were however unaware about the presence of the trapper. 
So the tiger cubs went and slept together with the trapper. 
After aw hile the mother tiger said: 

‘"Tonight, it seems we smell foul of human being.” 

The trapper heard the voice of thought that the mother 
tiger would not spare him once she noticed his presence. 

So to save his life he made a plan. Slow ly he loosened the 
strap of his dao (chopper) sheath and tied it to the tail of 
the youngest cub and then inserted his dao in it. Thereafter 
he shouted loudly: 

“There are daos and spears in our midst!” 

The tigers were so alarmed and ran out from the cave. 
As they ran the sheath made more noise. So they ran faster 
and faster assuming that they were being chased by the 
man. As they ran further away from the den, they found 
that the sheath was tied against the tail of the youngest 
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cub. They loosened the strap of dao and freed the tail. As 
they were so terrified they did not dare to go back to their 
den anymore. 


23.How Man and Tiger became Enemy? 



Once, when a wolf was wandering in a dense forest he 
met a tiger. The wolf said to the tiger: 

“You have power to kill man, but till today I am not able 
to kill anyone. So kindly tell me the idea so that 1 may also 
be able to kill man and cat him.” 

“Well, Mr. Wolf, it is simple”, replied the tiger. 

“How, how is it that simple?” the curious wolf again 
asked. 

The tiger then explained: 

“When you see a man on the roadside you ambush him 
from above and kill him from his back side.” 

The next day, early in the morning, the wolf was looking 
for a chance to attack man. As he was anxiously waiting 
for a man he saw an old man coming on the road with a 
bag on his back. As told by the tiger the wolf hid in a bush 
above the road and attacked the man. Blit when he jumped 
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upon the man from behind, he, instead of killing the man, 
fell into the man’s bag. 

When this happened, the man immediately suspected the 
tiger to have tricked the wolf. So he got angry with the 
tiger. Since then the man was waiting for a chance to kill 
the tiger. Later, the tiger came to know about the plan of 
man. So the tiger decided to kill the man before the man 
killed him. 

When they met on the way they tiger charged and 
jumped upon the man, but the man evaded unharmed. The 
man, instead of running away, took position, readied with 
his weapon and countered the tiger. Seeing the brevity of 
the man the tiger was so terrified. Out of fear, the tiger ran 
into the thick jungle. Since this incident the tiger did not 
dare to come out from the jungle. Till today they remain 
enemy to each other. 


24. A Bird Called Phangphang 

Once, phangphang name of a bird’ and crow were good 
friends. One day, they decided to change their color by 
dying their feathers with some other color. Both agreed to 
do for each other. 

First, the crow beautifully colored the feathers of her 
friend, phangphang. Phangphang was fully satisfied with 
the work of crow and thanked her immensely for her 
artistry. 

Next day it was the turn of phangphang to dye the 
feathers of her friend. But she was such a lazy bird. She 
felt so lazy to do such a type of strenuous job. Yet she was 
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morally compelled to do the job since her friend had 
already done a wonderful service to her. 

When coloring her friend’s feather, instead of doing the 
job carefully, phangphang just poured the coloring liquid 
upon the body of the crow. As a result of which the crow 
became very black. The crow was very upset towards her 
friend, phangphang. As there was no other w ay to alter her 
black feather, she conceived evil design to murder her 
friend. 

Fearing that the crow might kill her any moment, 
phangphang flew away to the far thick forest. But the 
crow chased after her, and finally, as she was so tired, 
phangphang went and hid in a hollow stump of tree in the 
forest. She had hidden her body, but could not hide one 
side of her leg. When the unhidden leg was struggling by 
scratching the edge of the hollow stump of tree the crow 
angrily went and imputed it. Henceforth, phanphang lost 
one of her legs. 

It is believed bad omen to see this bird phanphang’ in 
the forest or anywhere in the jungle. 
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25. The Tiger and the Bear 

Once, tiger and bear lived together as neighbor in a 
certain area of forest. They were bosom friends. They 
always roamed and hunt together. 

One day when they were hunting together they saw a 
dead body of deer lying on the road. As both of them were 
very hungry they were thrilled to see the carcass. But it 
was not big enough to satisfy their hunger if both ate. The 
tiger wanted to eat it all by himself without sharing the 
meat with his friend. So he said to the bear: 



“My dear bear, this carcass is first of all seen by me. 
Therefore it should be eaten by me only.” 

But the bear did not agree to the proposal. So he replied, 
“Both of us should eat, because it was you w ho suggested to 
go hunting together.” 

There was no one to solve their dispute, so ultimately 
they stared at each other and began to fight. They fought 
for a long time, but neither could defeat the other. They 
fought, fought and at last, both of them got tired. Finally, 
they took rest. 
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As they were resting, they felt sleepy. So they slept flatly 
on the roadside. So exhausted as they were they went back 
to their respective places without eating the meat of deer. 


26. The Two Oxen 



Once, two oxen were good friends. They always ate and 
drank together, roamed together. They had full confidence 
on each other, hence lived together in a peaceful life 
without any fear. Since they were so united no enemy could 
attack them, even tiger was unable to kill them. 

I he tiger was always watching their movements and 
waiting for a chance to kill them. But he did not dare to 
attack them when they were together. He thought: “So 
long as they arc united it would be difficult for me to kill 
them.” 

But how to separate the oxen was a real problem for the 
tiger. He had to find out a solution. The tiger was therefore 
searching for a novel idea how to kill the oxen. As he was 
contemplating a new thought came to his mind: 

“When they are grazing together, I shall go silently behind 
and throw a stone in between them. They would then 
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suspect each other and their relationship would be 
estranged.” 

Keeping this strategy in mind, the tiger, one day, went 
secretly to the place where the oxen were grazing together. 
The tiger hid himself above the road and rolled down a big 
stone in between them. The oxen were shocked and 
frightened too. They turned around and looked 
everywhere, but none could be seen. As contemplated by 
the tiger, they started suspecting each other. Gradually, 
this incident estranged their friendship. They had no more 
interest on each other. As a result, slowly and gradually 
they distanced away from each other. Each one went on its 
own way. As the oxen were separated the tiger was able to 
kill them easily one after another. The tiger felt very happy 
and satisfied as his evil design was successful. 


27. The Fire and the Water 

In the beginning, the strength of fire and water was 
equal. Both used to boast of their strength. They were 
arrogant and always tried to attack each another. 

One day they picked up a quarrel. The fire angrily 
shouted at the water, “I will burn down the earth.” 

Accordingly, the fire burnt off everything to ashes: the 
hills, valleys and plains were filled with smoke and fire. 

At that time, the water was lying quietly on his bed 
watching what the fire was doing. The water found that the 
entire earth was full of smoke and fire and everything was 
destroyed. 
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Seeing the destruction lie lost his anger. In order to show 
his strength and power, the water got up from the bed. He 
then shouted mightily, “Hu-Hu-Hu- and flew towards the 
directions of the fire and caused great flood on the earth. 
Both fought with their might. But finally the fire was 
compelled to surrender before the water. When the entire 
earth was covered by the water, the fire bowed down and 
started crying, who said to the water, 

“My dear friend, please stop. I shall never get angry 
before you! So you please stop!” 

But the water did not listen and continuously flew 
towards the fire. The fire was terrified, hence crawled into 
the big rock to hide. Thus ultimately the water had 
defeated the fire. 

So it is said that even to this day when we rub two stones 
together it produces fire. Why because the tire still hides 
inside the stone. 
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28. Two Sons of a Widow 

Once, there was a widow who had two sons. Both were 
handsome and strong. One day they asked their mother, 
“Mother, now we have already grown big: we are not 
afraid of anything. We can challenge our enemies. So 
which is the most fearful thing in your life?” 

The mother replied, “In my life, I am not afraid of 
anything except the strong wind.” 



In order to fulfill their mother’s wish, they resolved to 
challenge the strong wind. They then prepared their 
weapons such as sharp daos, spears and shields. 

When they were ready with their weapons, they 
challenged the strong wind one day. 

“Oh wind, if you are a man, come out from your hole, we 
are well equipped to fight with you.” 

The wind also accepted the challenge and began to 
charge “Oh-Ho-Ho” towards the two sons. 

As the blow of the wind was too strong they could not 
withstand the wind. The elder brother was blown towards 
the north direction and the younger brother to the south. 
While they were blown away towards the opposite 
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directions, their weapons were shattered into pieces. They 
screamed loudly when they were carried away by the wind. 

The Sangtams believed that whenever lightening and 
thundering come it is the sign of the two brothers who were 
blown to the north and to the south directions, 
respectively; because they shouted and yelled loudly when 
the wind blew them away. Thunders and lightings are the 
sound of their shields. 

The Sangtams also believed that man should never 
challenge any sort of natural forces. 


29. The Rat and the Mole 

Many, many years ago, jungle rat and mole were good 
friends. But it so happened that once, under a thick bush, 
they picked up an argument over a trifle matter. 



The jungle rat, out of his anger, unmindfully pushed 
down his friend, mole, to the place where there was full of 
faeces. As a result, the body of the mole was smeared with 
the faeces which reeked foul smell. This infuriated the 
mole, who then, picked up a red-ash from the burning fire 
and threw it at the ribs of the jungle rat. The red-ash burnt 
the fur of the jungle rat. Due to this burning it caused spots 
on his belly. Even today this jungle rat is recognized by its 
spotted belly. 
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After the fighting, the mole went to the river to wash off 
the faeces from his body. But, since his body was badly 
smeared with the faeces, the mole took bath for several 
days. Even after that, he could not remove the foul smell 
from his body. While bathing, as he rubbed his hands too 
much, it became very soft. 

Even today the reek on the mole continued and wherever 
the mole passes it gives foul smell. 


30. The Fox and the Crane 

Once, a fox lived in a dense forest with many other 
animals. But the fox was very dishonest and had cheated so 
many animals. The news of his cheating habit spread 
among the animals. So, all the animals wanted to dissociate 
from him. Everyone tried to live away from the fox. 

One day the fox felt so lonely. So he invited crane to his 
den for a dinner. The crane felt so honored and gracefully 
accepted his invitation. 



The crane adorned herself with her best available 
dresses and went to the den of fox. When the crane reached 
fox’s residence, the fox warmly welcomed her. The fox said 
to the crane: 

“Oh, my good friend, as I have invited you, you have 
come here for which I give you a special thanks to you.” 
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The fox prepared a special food item which was served 
in a flat plate. He then said in a very humble manner: 

“Please come here! We shall dine together.” 

But it was impossible for the crane to eat from the flat 
plate, because her beak was pointed. Anyway, the crane 
tried to act courteous. So she ate a little with great effort. 
But for the fox, he enjoyed and cleared off the entire food 
that were served in the flat plate without bothering the 
problem of the guest. The crane simply watched the mouth 
of the fox as he ate. She was hungry, but could not eat from 
such a Hat plate. 

The fox, instead of feeling sorry for his guest, simply 
laughed at her. Heartless as the fox, the crane got so 
annoyed. Her mind was burning, but she did not reveal. 
She only wanted to avenge. So smilingly she said to the fox: 

“My dear friend, fox. It is so kind of you to invite me for 
a dinner in your house. I heartily enjoyed your hospitality. 
Next time, you must come to my house. I shall arrange 
special dinner so that we could enjoy dinning together.” 

File fox haughtily accepted the invitation. 

On the appointed day, the crane prepared special curry 
for the dinner with fishes and crabs she caught from the 
stream. 

When the fox reached her house, she welcomed him very 
warmly. Then she served the special food items in a 
necked-pot which produced a very stimulating flavor. 

The crane heartily ate the fishes and the crabs from the 
necked-pot. As she continued eating with her pointed beak, 
the fox also tried to put his head into the necked-pot, but 
his head couldn’t enter in it. Though he was so willing to 
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cat he couldn’t do in the way the crane was doing. The fox 
could not eat a single fish and crab from the pot, in spite of 
several attempts. He could only smell the curry. Then the 
tricky fox felt very embarrassed and walked off. As the fox 
walked away, the crane murmured: 

“Oh! My great friend! Revenge is sweeter than the crabs 
and the fishes in the necked-pot!” 


31. Master Shorey 

There was a thick forest nearby the village and different 
kinds of animals lived there. Nearby the village, there were 
brine springs here and there and animals used to go and 
drink brine from there. 

There was a widower named ‘Shorey’ who lived in that 
village. His wife died early and he was taking care of their 
children all by himself without taking a second wife. He 
was fun of trapping animals. Every day he would go to the 
forest, observe the behavior of animals how they licked 
brine and searched for their tracks. Mr. Shorey would then 
lay traps on those tracks through which animals used to 
pass. In this way he used to trap wild animals like deer, 
boar, wild cat, etc. Whenever Mr. Shorey could not carry 
the trapped animals to the village all by himself he would 
request other villagers to help him carry them to the 
village. In return, he would share the animal meat with 
those who helped him carrying the trapped animals. 

Other villagers used to work hard in the field and enjoy 
bountiful harvest every year. Mr. Shorey would not do 
that. Instead of working in the field, he would only go to 
the forest and trap animals. Whenever he trapped animals 
he would also preserve dry some part of meat for off- 
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seasons. So the house of Mr. Shorey was full of dried meat. 
In this wav, he would also feed animal meat only to his 
children, both morning and evening, instead of food 
prepared out of grains. Thus, animal meat was their stable 
food for many years. 



It so happened that his youngest son whom he loved 
most used to cry every meal time, both morning and 
evening. So whenever the child cried he would provide 
meat to him. But this did not stop him crying. The child 
would continue crying in spite of his best effort to pacify 
him by providing different types of meat. Mr. Shorey was 
unable to understand the reason why? Why the youngest 
child w ho he loved most used to cry every meal time. 

So what happened? Once he decided to do an 
alternative. Me thought of providing rice to the child, but 
he had no rice in his house. So he exchanged a plate of rice 
with meat from one of his neighbors and provided it to his 
son. The child then stopped crying. Me found that the child 
would not cry at meal time whenever he served rice to him. 
Then Mr. Shorey understood the reason why his son 
always cried at meal time. Therefore he made up his mind 
not to trap animals anymore, but cultivate his field. So the 
next day he went to the forest and dismantled all his traps 
that were laid on animal tracks and returned home. 

In the following year, he cultivated a large field and had 
a bountiful harvest. In this way he gathered a large 
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quantity of grains. After which he had observed that his 
children were also happier than ever before. Thereafter, he 
discontinued his habit of trapping animals. He shared his 
experiences with his villagers saying: 

“One may think that meat is the best food, but in reality, 
nothing is as precious as rice. It is the best stable food in 
human lives.” 


32. How Snake Became Prey of Eagle 

In the beginning of the creation of earth, all the animals 
lived together. However, as their population increased, 
there arose leadership clash among them. The disputes 
among them became bad to worse. Therefore, they could 
not live in peace. One group waged war against another 
group and vice versa. 



Gradually, it formed a demarcation between animals 
and birds. Thus, in the war all the birds formed one group 
and animals the other group. 

After fighting for several days they agreed to let their 
leader fight one to one. The birds selected eagle to be their 
leader, while the animals selected python. The animals 
chose a suitable place in a forest for the fight. 
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On the appointed day, both the eagle and the python 
fought bravely, but they could not defeat each other. So the 
fight was declared draw’. In their second fight, the eagle 
killed the python and swallowed it, but it was very big and 
heavy so the eagle could not move his body. 

As their leader, python, was killed and swallowed by his 
foe, all the animals wept. Seeing the animals weeping, the 
birds felt so amused. 

After awhile, the python resurrected from the stomach 
of the eagle. As he opened his eyes it was bitten by the eagle 
with his curved beak. As a result, the python became blind. 
The eagle then slowly released the python from his 
stomach and twisted his body. Witnessing that, all the 
birds were jubilant. 

The python moaned and died after awhile. Thereafter, 
the eagle carried the snake with his claws and flew onto a 
tall tree in the forest. 

Since that incident, the snake became prey of eagle. So 
whenever any snakes heard eagle roaring in the sky they 
would hide somewhere in the bushes for their safety. 
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33. Wild Boar and Tortoise 


Once, a tortoise was passing through the road. As he 
passed through the road, a tiger heard a noise from the 
road: “zurup-surup”. So the tiger was silently listening and 
wondering what noise it must be! When he looked around 
he could see nothing on the roadside. He was not satisfied 
with that so he again surreptitiously peeped what was there 
on the road. As he peeped he saw a tortoise walking slowly 
on the road. He got angry with the tortoise, picked it up 
and threw it away below the road. The tortoise landed into 
dhongjah clump of bamboo’. 



The tiger then passed away the road. Then the tortoise 
tried to come out from the clump of the bamboo but could 
not do so. By that time there were some people passing by 
that road so he requested them to take him out from the 
clump of the bamboo. But his request was ignored. Later 
he saw a wild boar passing by the road, so he requested 
him for help. The wild boar saw that the tortoise was in 
trouble. He felt pity on him and pulled him out from the 
bamboo clump. For this, the tortoise was profusely grateful 
to the wild board, but with the men he felt so detested. 

As the wild boar had done a great job for him, the 
tortoise was not satisfied without doing a favor to the wild 
boar in return. So the tortoise said to the wild boar: 

“I cannot do any good work to you in return. Anyway, I 
would advise you to do one thing. When the harvest time 
comes in winter, the color of the sky will turn yellow. So 
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when you see the yellow color of the sky, go to the direction 
of the color and eat up the paddies from the fields of men.” 

The wild boar was pleased with this suggestion. As 
suggested by the tortoise, the wild boar would come to the 
fields and eat up paddies cultivated by men during harvest 
season. 


34. How Animals Began to Respect Men 

Once, man and tiger were brothers who lived together in 
a house. One day they picked up a quarrel. As they could 
not reconcile they separated and lived separately. Due to 
some reason the tiger wanted to kill the man. He planned 
to kill the man from a solitary place so one evening he 
asked the man: 

“By which way do you go to your field?” 

“I use to go from the main road”, replied the man. 

The next day early in the morning the tiger went the 
main roadside and hid in a bush to attack the man. He 
waited there for the whole Jay. But the man went to his 
field by the other side of the road. 

The tiger realized that the man was very clever. He 
therefore thought that the man had tricked him. So the 
following morning the tiger secretly went ahead of the man 
and hid in man’s barn in the hut of field. When the man 
was going to his field he saw the foot prints of the tiger on 
his way. So he quietly went around his field and saw the 
tiger hiding in his barn. He then shouted: 

“Friends, a tiger is inside my barn. Come with your daos 
and spears! He is alone so we will kill him!” 
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Hearing that, the tiger was so frightened and sped away 
thinking that there were many people around. Since this 
incident, they did not see each other for many days. 



One day, there was a competition among the animals to 
compete their strength so all the animals assembled in one 
place. They selected a banana stem for a cutting 
competition to see who could cut it easily with one stroke. 

The boar confidently said: 

“I can easily slash this banana stem.” 

Before slashing the banana stem, as a trial, he slashed a 
tree. But his long sharp tooth stuck-up and could not free 
his tooth from the tree. After struggling for awhile he freed 
his tooth from the tree. 

Thereafter the tiger, bear and other animals attempted 
to cut off the banana stem but no one was able to cut it off 
with one stroke. At that moment, the man was passing on 
his way and saw the gathering of the animals. He enquired 
about the purpose of the gathering. The animals told that 
they were having cutting competition and invited him to 
participate in it if he were able. The man agreed. 

When his turn came, he took out his sharp dao and cut 
off the banana stem with a single stroke. Not only that, he 
also cut off the banana stem into pieces. 
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Seeing this, all the animals were amazed. They 
understood that the power of man was greater than any 
other animals. From that day onwards all the animals, 
including tiger, began to respect men. 


35. The Toad and the Frog 

Once, families of toad and frog were neighbors, who 
lived by the side of a river. Both the families had girls who 
were of the same age. The girls played and roamed 
together occasionally. After a few years the girl frog got 
married and born two beautiful daughters. However, the 
girl toad being ugly no one liked to marry her. 

As the daughters of lady frog grew up to girlhood, they 
became as beautiful as their mother. Their father was 
proud of their beauty. So one day he prepared a feast to 
celebrate the birth anniversary of his youngest daughter. 
Many guests were invited. But the spinster toad who was a 
good friend of his wife’s during their childhood days was 
left out. 



During night hour, the guests were merrily enjoying the 
celebration, eating, drinking and dancing together. In that 
way they made lot of noise. Though spinster toad, too, w as 
so w illing to join the party, yet she could not as she was not 
invited. Anyway, hearing the noise she wanted to go and 
watch their dance. So she quietly went out and watched 
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them from a distance. The mother frog saw her and then 
approaching towards her. Being childhood friend, the 
spinster toad was expecting some courtesy from her old 
friend. But, as she approached, instead of inviting her to 
the party, the mother frog said with a sneer: 

“You are uninvited, 'cause, you are so ugly! Your 
presence here is so disgraceful, so get away from here!” 

To her utter shock, the spinster toad left the place 
immediately. She was so shocked because she never ever 
expected such a scornful expression from her old friend, 
frog. 

What happened after a few days? In one evening, the 
spinster toad felt lonely, so she went out stalking and was 
resting on a rock by the bank of the river. Incidentally, the 
family members of frog, too, came out to the same location 
where the toad was resting. They were sitting in one row 
and merrily croaking together. It produced irritating noise 
and could be heard from far as they croaked. The poor 
toad was silently listening to their croaking. 

Since they croaked so loudly, a man heard their noise 
from his village. So he went in search of them so that he 
might prepare a delicious menu with their flesh. He went to 
the river bank and searched for them with his tsibong 
faggot’. He caught the frogs one by one and roughly threw 
them down to the deep bottom of his basket. As the man 
searched for more he saw the spinster toad sitting on a 
rock. By seeing the toad he talked to himself: 

“This is not edible,” and hence spared her. 

The toad saw the frogs been carried away bv the man to 
the village in his basket, so she murmured: 

“Pride goes before a fall.” 
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The next day, the spinster toad was sorry to learn from 
her friends that those haughty frogs were cooked from a 
bamboo and enjoyed by the cruel man. 


36. Two Brothers of Monkey 

Once, a couple had two sons. It so happened that the 
mother died very early. As a result, the two sons became 
motherless children. Thus, they lived in a miserable life 
since the father alone was unable to provide all their needs. 
The father felt sorry for his children. He thought that if he 
took a new wife she would be able to take care of them. So 
he married another lady. But unfortunately the step¬ 
mother of the kids happened to be a w icked woman. She 
always showed step motherly treatment to the boys. One 
day she suggested to her husband: 

“Our two children should sleep in the field for 
cultivation.” 



Unaware of her trick he obliged. So the next morning, he 
took his sons to the field and told them that they might 
sleep in the field for work. They were so obedient to their 
father, so they agreed. Their father returned home in the 
evening leaving his sons behind in the field. 

The next day the father arranged lunch for his sons. But 
in absence of her husband, the step-mother ate up their 
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lunch and filled lunch basket with ashes and bamboo shoot 
and went to the field. She served them with these as their 
lunch and said: 

“This is the lunch sent by your father, so eat your 
lunch!” 

In this way, every day the sons saw only ashes and 
bamboo shoot for their lunch. Since it was not possible to 
eat ashes and bamboo shoot they would throw them away 
nearby the hut. 

For their survival, they would trap birds around the 
field and ate those trapped birds and vegetables as their 
food. For many days they did not eat curry and rice. 
Anyway, they did not grumble. They always worked in the 
field. The sons also used to send birds they caught to their 
father through their step-mother. They would tell their 
step-mother to convey message to their father to send rice 
and curry for their lunch. But she never brought them. As 
a result of it, they became very thin and weak. They 
suffered miserably and their look also became like monkey. 
But their step-mother would only say: 

“Your father is telling you not to come home till you 
finished the field work.” 

Their father heard from some source about the fate of 
his children in the field and was worried about them. So, 
one day he secretly prepared lunch for his sons and went to 
the field. When he reached his field, he could not recognize 
his sons. He only saw ashes and bamboo shoots around the 
barn. Learning the truth from his sons he got angry with 
his wife. Their father shed tears and said: 

“My dear son, whenever you see pumpkin, cucumber, 
maize and other crops in our field you can eat them as 
much as you want.” 


60 


From that day onwards the two sons were transformed 
into monkeys. 

The father pensively returned home in the evening. On 
his way he collected many fruits from the jungle but he did 
not eat any. He only gathered them in his field-bag. When 
he thought about the ill-treatment of his second wife 
towards his sons he was unable to forgive her. He only 
wanted to do her away. As he was thinking and walking 
back home he saw a big snake under a tree. So he said to 
the snake, “If you kill my w ife I shall give you good food.” 

The snake agreed. 

The man then put the snake into his field-bag and 
covered it with fruits. 

As soon as he reached home he told his wife to put her 
hand into the bag to pick up fruits. As she put her hand 
into the basket the poisonous snake bit her to death. After 
that the snake ran away from the house without eating the 
good food the man had promised him. 


37. Reason for Mole Live under the Earth’s Surface 

Once, in a village, the villagers lost their chickens 
frequently. So they planned to catch the thief. But every 
time they attempted it was unsuccessful. Lastly, they 
approached a witch. As directed by the witch they killed a 
chicken, removed its liver and gave it to her. The witch 
examined the liver and told them that it was a hawk that 
lived in a particular tall tree. 

One day they gave mole a sharp axe to cut down that 
tree. Since the tree was too big it was too difficult for him 
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to cut it clown from the base. So the mole climbed up the 
tree. At the middle of the tree where it branched out he 
constructed a floor and made it connected with the cliff so 
as to make him convenient to cut the tree as he could 
stretch his body freely when cutting. Moreover, what 
needed was to cut down only the top branch where the 
hawk lived. When cutting the tree he forgot that he was up 
the tree. So as he stepped aside his leg missed the floor. He 
felt down and got injured seriously. Because of that his legs 
got twisted; while his arms became very straight and could 
not angle dow n. _ 





Since he was badly injured he could not cut down the 
tree, hence came back to the village. Seeing him injured, 
the villagers, instead of feeling sorry, felt it ridiculous and 
ridiculed him. As he could not cut down the tree, he was 
not allowed to live in the village. The mole tried to explain 
to them about the incidence but they would not listen. As 
he was unable to convince the people in the village he said: 

“I agree with you. It is okay for me. I can live separately 
from you. I will live under the earth in the jungle. Yet, you 
are cursed. Those whoever meet me on the w ay will not be 
blessed.” 

Saying this, the mole went under the surface of earth 
and lived in the forest. 

Even today, the Sangtams believed that it is a bad omen 
to see mole on the way. 
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38. The Two Brothers 


Once upon a time, there lived two orphans in a certain 
village. After a few years, the elder brother got married. 
His younger brother loved him so much. But unfortunately 
his sister-in-law always ill-treated him as they lived 
together. One day she said to her husband: 

“Your younger brother is very lazy and disobedient. If 
you do not let him out from the house I shall go away from 
your house.” 

So the next morning the husband said to his younger 
brother: 

“Today, we shall go to the forest and do some work 
there!” 

The brothers went to the thick forest and on reaching 
there they climbed on a tall big tree with the help of 
athiimpung (bamboo spikes). After reaching the top his 
elder brother said: 

“You eat your lunch here! I shall come back soon.” 

While climbing down from the tree he removed all the 
athiimpung so that his younger brother could not climb 
down. Then he hurriedly went back to the village. 

It was about to be evening but his elder brother did not 
return. So he called out his brother: 

“Ima! Ima! Ima! (Brother! Brother! Brother!)” 

But there was no response. He cried, cried, cried. But 
still there was no response. He tried to climb down, but 
couldn’t; because, his elder brother had removed all the 
spikes. There was no one to help him to climb down from 
the tree. He was thinking what to do! 


63 



When he looked down he saw many animals and birds 
passing through. They were returning to their respective 
resting places. So he requested them to take him down 
from the tree. But none was able to help him. Anyway, 
some kind hearted animals suggested that the Hock of birds 
called zuzubelarti might be able to take him down. 

So he was anxiously looking for the arrival of 
zuzubelarti. As he was waiting, suddenly the flock of 
zuzubelarti passed by singing zu-zu-zu. Then he requested 
them to take him down w ith a promise saying: 

“If you take me dow n from this tree, then in winter, I 
shall offer you a great feast.” 

They agreed. But, before taking him down from the tree, 
he asked them to remove the big stone which was lying 
down nearby the tree (He did this to test their ability to 
carry him down). The birds easily carried away the stone 
chanting zu-zu-zu and kept it away to another place. He 
had proved their strength. So he asked zuzubelarti to take 
him down from the tree. Accordingly, at once they flew up 
and carried him down to the ground. He w as so grateful to 
the zuzubelarti for their kind hearted act. 

Thereafter, he went to a village which was nearby the 
forest. There he cultivated a field and within a short period 
he became a rich man. 

As promised, when winter came, he prepared a feast for 
zuzubelarti. Besides zuzubelarti, however, lie invited many 
friends and relatives, including his elder brother and 
sister-in-law. 

All the guests enjoyed the feast with great joy and 
merriment. He gave special food and rice-beer to his elder 
brother but only bones and ordinary rice-beer to his sister- 
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in-law. After the feast, he said to his cider brother and 
sister-in-law: 

“You may go back to your village. But while going, you 
must not go together. You must take different ways. I shall 
send my dog to guard both of you and you should feed 
them on the way.” 



As his brother and sister-in-law were ready to go back to 
their village, he packed their lunch to let them eat on the 
way back home. For his elder brother, he put bones and 
ordinary rice, but for his sister-in-law he packed sticky rice 
(a variety of special rice) and meat without bone. At their 
departure, he gave order to his dogs: 

“You go with them and kill the one who finished the 
lunch packet first!” 

His elder brother and sister-in-law began their journey 
back to their village by taking two different ways. On the 
way the dogs followed after them as directed by their 
master. Both fed the dogs on the way. As the dogs took 
time to finish off the bones and rice from the elder 
brother’s lunch packet the dogs did not kill him. But the 
dogs could easily swallow meat without bones and the 
sticky rice from the lunch packet of his sister-in-law. So the 
dog chased after her and killed her. 

On their return, the master asked his dogs: “What had 
happened on the road?” 

The dogs said: “We have killed his wife as you told us.” 
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As a witness, the youngest dog vomited the finger of the 
wicked wife. Then he scolded the dogs: 

“I was just joking but you have really killed her.” 

The dogs believed what their master said. They therefore 
regretted so much. Since they could not do anything to 
resurrect her they felt themselves no more worthy to live in 
the house of their master. They ran away to the jungle and 
became wolves. Since they did not come back home the 
rich man went in search of them. At last he found them as 
wolves; so he said to them: 

“Okay! Now, you have left me alone. All of you are living 
in the jungle. Anyway, for the sake of your forefathers, 
whenever you kill animals, you keep some portions of meat 
for me at the junction of road!” 

The wolves assured. But, the youngest one said: 

“I have not heard it properly?” 

The rich man repeated: 

“I say, whenever you kill animals, you eat the meat and 
defecate at the junction of the road!” 

Thus even today whenever the wolves kill animals they 
eat meat and defecate at the junctions of the road. 
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39. A Determined Father 



Once upon a time there was a man named Thsihpichum 
who lived in a certain village. He was a hard working man 
and was blessed with many children. In the early period, 
there used to be always competition amongst the people for 
richness. The rich people offered feasts to the community 
and also helped the poor by providing grains or rice in 
time of need. In that way they used to become popular and 
gain fames in the community. So in order to become a rich 
man, one had to work harder than others. 

Those early days there was no dearth of land for 
cultivation. One could cultivate as much as he could. So 
one day he made his mind to become one of the richest men 
in the village. Inwardly, he challenged his friends and spent 
most of his time in working. He worked day and night and 
slept only for a few hours. This was the method he applied 
when working in the field. He challenged his rice-beer mug 
in this manner. He would keep his mug about a certain 
distance away from him whenever he worked in the field. 
As he ploughed the field he would not touch his mug till 
reached the mug. When he reached his mug he would lift it 
up and drink rice-beer. He would then relax for a w hile to 
recoup his energy. In this way he cultivated a large area of 
field. 
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As he continued working hard for several years, he 
gathered large food grains in his house. Then he thought 
with confidence, “I must be the richest man in my village 
by now. But for that, I should not stop working. 1 must 
continue my habit of working by spending more time in the 
field. Even at night, 1 should clear off weeds in my field.” 

So in order to work even in the night hour he made 
tsibong faggot’. One evening he sent his wife and children 
home to take rest and told them to bring his lunch the 
following morning. After sending away his wife and 
children home he lit up tsibong and kept it in front. In this 
way, he began to work by chanting loudly all by himself so 
that he might not be tired soon. As he continued working 
he heard a strange voice: 

“Oh! Thsihpichum! Oh! Thsihpichum! Even if you 
spend most of your time working, you will get your scale 
only as the scale of any other person!” 

Mr. Thsihpichum was puzzled. He stood up and tried to 
reason out. As he remained perplexed, he again heard the 
same voice from somewhere: 

“Oh! Thsihpichum! Oh! Thsihpichum! Even if you spend 
most of your time working, you will get your scale only as 
the scale of any other person!” 

Finally, he realized that it was no one other than Lull 
Tsingrang (God of the field). “Anyway”, he thought, “I 
have now become one of the richest men in the village.” 

Listening to the advice of God he decided to spend less 
time in working in the field. Since that night onwards he 
spent less time in his field and devoted more to other social 
responsibilities. 
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40. The Two Orphans 



Once there were two orphans. One day when they were 
coming back from their field they saw that their kitchen 
was swept cleanly. They were so surprised to see their 
kitchen been cleaned by someone and wanted to know who 
the person must have done it. 

One day they hid themselves somewhere inside the 
house. Then suddenly their father and mother appeared 
and began to sweep their house. The father was sweeping 
nearby the pillar and the mother by the oven. Seeing them, 
they whispered to each other to catch hold of their parents. 
The orphans then caught hold of their parents and 
earnestly requested their parents to take them to the place 
where they lived: 

“We must go with you by any means.” 

The parents did not want to say no’ to them, because 
they loved their sons so dearly. So the two sons went with 
their parents to the celestial village where the parents 
lived. When they were with their parents in celestial village 
they killed grass-hoppers and other insects. As a result of it 
people from the village reprimanded them. They said: 

“These two boys use to kill us so they must be sent back 
to their village.” 
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Therefore their parents said to the sons: 

“The villagers are unhappy with us, because you use to 
kill them. So both of you take the circle of the cane and go 
home. As soon as you reached home, make fire with this 
cane. After the fire started burning, you call your 
neighbors. They will come and surround the fire. The 
circle of this cane will then burst as soon as they 
surrounded the fire. They will get injure by the cane, but 
for both of you, you will die due to this. When you die, you 
will come back to this village and live together with us.” 

As advised by their parents, they carried the bundle of 
the cane and went to the village. They then burnt the circle 
of the cane and called their neighbors to come and 
surround the fire. Immediately after they surrounded the 
fire the cane burst off and injured all of them. But, for the 
orphans, they both died and their souls went to the celestial 
village where their parents lived. Thereafter, they lived 
together with their parents forever. 

Due to this tale, even today, the Sangtams believed that, 
whenever the house of a nephew is constructed and if a 
cousin cut off the cane with which the door is tied, that 
nephew uses to die early. 
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41. Asemong 



Once, there was a man whose name was Asemong. He 
was an opportunist. He always wanted to become a rich 
man. So he tried his luck in various ways, but unsuccessful. 
One of the main reasons for his unsuccessful attempts was 
that he failed to understand that life was competition and 
in order to compete with others one needed to be hard 
working as well as intelligent. Rich people normally used to 
study the nature of winds and winter atmosphere and 
select their fields for jhumming. In that way they used to 
get rich harvest. But Asemong did not know such things. 
He only relied on his friends’ advice. Knowing his ambition 
his friends used to play trick on him. They said: 

“Good harvest is possible only when we cultivate the 
field where the soil is damp”. 

Asemong believed what his friends said. He purchased a 
field from one of his friends which located by the foothill 
where the soil was damp. 

That year, other villagers cultivated their fields in the 
uphill where there was less obstruction so that the crops 
could get good sun-light. Asemong, however, cultivated the 
field he just purchased from his friend which was located 
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in the foothill thinking that he could get better harvest 
than others as told by his friends. 

But unfortunately this didn’t happen. Because, that 
year, there was excessive rain and when the torrential rain 
came, parts of the crops were damaged. The remaining 
plants which withstood against the torrential rain did not 
bear normal fruit as there was poor sunlight. This resulted 
to poor harvest in spite of his hard work. Instead of 
becoming rich, the food grains he gathered could not even 
reach next harvest, thus compelled him to borrow food 
grains from a rich man for survival of his family. 

The following year, too, he wanted to try his luck once 
again so as to become richer than others. He selected a 
field located uphill. He prepared soil and disseminated 
seeds proportionately all over the field. But that year, other 
villagers cultivated their field located foothills. 
Unfortunately there was poor rain that year. So those who 
cultivated by foothills got a good harvest but Asemong got 
a poor harvest since his field was located uphill which did 
not get sufficient rain. As a result he was again compelled 
to borrow food grains from the same rich man as in the 
previous year. 

He also reared some cows. So one of his friends 
suggested him: 

“My friend Asemong, instead of cattle, if you rear 
mithun 2 you will get more benefit since it is more valuable 
than cow.” 


2 It is a rare animal found only some part of N-E India and Burma. The animal is like 
bison. Its value is the beauty of its horn and meat. The quality of its horns becomes 
better if they are allowed to roam freely in the jungle. So normally they are let loose in 
the thick forest. 
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Listening to his friend’s advice he sold off all his cows 
and with the barter he bought a female calf of mithun. 
After three years the mithun gave birth. But unfortunately 
one day a herd of wolves came and killed both of his 
mithuns in the jungle. He could not even see the skulls of 
his two mithuns from the jungle. 

Since his plan did not work out well in both the 
attempts, one day, he went and consulted a witchcraft who 
told him: 

“Very soon you will be a rich man if you could buy the 
dresses of a rich man. But, before that you must kill a 
chicken, prepare dish with it for me so that you will get 
rich blessing”. 

The real intention of the witchcraft was to eat chicken 
from him. So Asemong killed a fat chicken and offered 
special meal to the witchcraft. 

Asemong was fully convinced that he would become rich 
one day; so he was imagining of the miracle to happen in 
his house: 

“Very soon I shall be a rich man”, he thought. “So, in 
advance, 1 shall purchase the dresses of a rich man as told 
by the witch.” 

In order to purchase rich men’s dresses he sold off his 
fields. He then purchased all the items of dresses rich men 
used to own. He also purchased a costly casket for storing 
precious elements. Unfortunately, however, the prediction 
of the witchcraft also did not fulfill. 

Without a second thought he would hastily listen to 
whatever others advised him to do, but each time he would 
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be the loser. So lastly, he realized that “one should not take 
decision at the influence of others.” 


42. The Tiger and the Cat 



Once, tiger and cat were orphan brothers who lived 
together in a house. The cat was younger and physically 
weak, so he was entrusted to look after domestic work. The 
tiger, being older and stronger, used to go out for hunting 
animals. The cat always kept the house neat and clean. 
Whenever he wanted to discharge his excreta he would go 
out, dig the ground and clear there. After which he would 
again cover it carefully with earth. lie was very careful, 
but sometimes he also used to overlook some works. 
Anyway, his elder brother did not mind for that so they 
lived peacefully together. 

In order to protect themselves from the heavy storm 
they constructed a strong house, But they did not have tire 
in their house. So they used to feel very cold, especially 
during winter. They had a neighbor who was very 
intelligent, and a good gentleman, too, who had fire in his 
house. But the tiger and the cat were afraid to ask fire 
from him, because the man never liked animals visit his 
house. As they could not bear the winter cold anymore they 
decided to somehow steal away fire from the man’s house. 
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One morning, the tiger said; “Let me make an attempt to 
steal fire from this gentleman’s house.” 

But the cat did not agree. Because the tiger being his 
elder brother and the sole bread earner, if killed by the 
man it would be disastrous for both of them, so the cat 
said: 

“Your body is too big so he will easily notice you. 
Therefore you should not go to his place. He will surely kill 
you with his spear even if you go from the back door. 
Therefore, I will go. I am small and can easily enter his 
house.” 

The tiger was a little bit annoyed for his idea been 
rejected by such a weak and sickly younger brother, hence 
kept mum for awhile, but later he realized that his younger 
brother might be right, so he yielded. 

The next morning, the cat secretly entered the man’s 
house. Luckily, the man was not at home at that time. As 
the cat entered the house, he found cooked meat and fish in 
the pot. He ate them to his satisfaction. After tasting the 
cooked meat he murmured: 

“Cooked meat is more tasteful than raw' meat.” 

After eaten the meat to his satisfaction he went back to 
his house with stolen fire. Or. the way, however, the taste of 
the meat came to his mind. As he was thinking about the 
meat he forgot about the fire. He was slowly coming home 
with the stolen fire, but as he was going too slow' that the 
fire got extinguished on the way. He then went back to the 
man’s house to fetch the fire for the second time. Again, for 
the second time, too, he ate the remaining cooked meat and 
fish from the pot. 
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At that time, his elder brother was patiently waiting for 
him. But, the cat, instead of coming back to their house, 
wanted to stay with the man. Therefore he did not return 
home even after a long time since he went. The tiger got 
very angry, so he decided to punish his younger brother 
severely when the later returns. But the cat was thinking in 
different way: 

“When the man returns from his field, he may keep me 
with him to kill rats.” 

With this expectation, the cat was waiting for the arrival 
of the man. He was, at the same time, having a little doubt 
and hesitating whether the man would accept his proposal 
or not. 

In the evening, when the man came back from his field, 
the cat spoke to him with a very tender voice: 

“My dear brother, you are very intelligent and powerful. 
You are stronger than me. But there is none to guard food 
grains in your granary. So if you allow me to live w ith you 
I shall kill all the rats. Then all your food grains in the 
granary will remain save.” 

The man thought this was a good idea. So he agreed to 
the proposal. Accordingly, he allowed the cat to live with 
him thereafter. 

The tiger was still waiting for his younger brother. But 
his younger brother had ignored him. After some days, 
when his younger brother did not returned home he 
enquired his neighbors about the fate of his younger. A 
neighbor then told him all the details, so the tiger thought: 

“I am okay, though my younger brother had deserted 
me. When he was with me he remained very weak. But 
when he lived with the man he became gentle and strong.” 
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So he forgave his younger brother and allowed him 
continue to live with man. In this way the tiger and the cat 
were separated. Due to this reason the tiger went to the 
forest and lived ail alone there hunting animals for his 
livings. 


43. Land Dispute between Two Friends 

Long time ago there were two friends, Alingmong and 
Achomong, who lived in the same village. Alingmong was 
an honest man, but his friend was opposite. Once, the 
village community distributed an area of location to each 
family for cultivation, which is a normal practice of 
Sangtam community. Stones were laid to demarcate the 
boundaries. Alingmong and Achomong also cultivated the 
land adjacent to each other and stones were laid to form 
the boundary between their fields. They continued their 
cultivation without any dispute. 

The land was then left fallowed after some years of 
cultivation. Achomong, being dishonest, stealthily 
encroached part of his friend’s field by displacing the 
boundary stones after the cultivation was over. 

After about a decade or so, the villagers cultivated the 
same location. Each family had to cultivate the same area 
where they cultivated earlier without further division. 
Along with other villagers, Alingmong and Achomong also 
went to clear grass to cultivate in their own fields. After 
cutting down the grass and burning them off, Alingmong 
noticed the boundary stones erected earlier were displaced 
by his friend and new stones were erected inside his field. 
Alingmong got angry with the stealthy act of his friend. 
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They argued and nearly fought. They could not settle the 
dispute between themselves. 

After some days the village elders intervened. All of 
them went and inspected the boundary. The village elders 
tried to compromise the dispute in amicable manner, but 
to no avail. As it was the usual Sangtam custom that for 
such dispute the customary law was to be applied. So the 
village elders asked them whether customary law should be 
applied. Then immediately Achomong replied that they 
should apply customary law to settle the case. So 
Alingmong also agreed. 

The next day, all of them went to the disputed field and 
the village elders made both the parties took oath. After 
which, they killed a cock, pitched and clipped it on a post 
and placed it at the disputed boundary. Then the village 
elders uttered: 

“Within thirty days, this cock will divulge the truth.” 

Thus the customary law was applied in the name of the 
nature and all of them went back to the village. 

One day, the dishonest Achomong went to the forest for 
hunting, but he could not kill any animals. As he felt 
hungry he went in search of fruits. At last, he saw a tig 
tree. So he climbed up on the fig tree to pluck figs. 
Meanwhile, a hunter came *o that place and saw the look 
of Achomong‘s face like a monkey face on the tree. So the 
hunter shot at it with his poisonous arrow. Achomong was 
spontaneously killed. Later, the villagers brought his dead 
body and buried him. It happened within thirty days 
period as uttered by the elders. 

So the village elders understood that Achomong was 
guilty. As a penalty, the village elders decided to give away 
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the disputed field to Alingmong. But Alingmong refused to 
accept the entire area of land. He took only the portion 
that belonged to him. 

Till today, the Sangtams show great reverence to the 
taking of oath. It is considered great danger to take false 
oath, especially in land dispute. 


44. The Ant and the Earthworm 



Once, ant and earthworm lived together in one place. 
But due to some minor misunderstanding they could not 
live together in peace. Both did not submit, hence unable to 
reconcile. They lived in such a situation for many years 
and later their parents also passed away. 

One day when the ant was working by the side of a pool 
the earthworm pushed him into the water. As the ant was 
floating on the water the earthworm mocked at him 
saying: 

“If I want, I can bring heavy rain from the sky. In this 
way, all the ants will be killed.” 

The ant challenged if he were able to do so. 

The earthworm sincerely prayed to rain god to send 
torrential rain from the sky. As he prayed sincerely, god 
answered his prayer and hence there was heavy rain from 
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the sky causing unbearable miseries to the ants. As a result 
of it, all the food supply channels of ants were either 
blocked or destroyed. There was a great famine amongst 
the ants. Many ants died due to such a calamity. 

After that incident, all the ants discussed and decided to 
take revenge on the earthworms. So they decided to pray to 
the sun by way of celebrating a grand festival. Accordingly, 
they celebrated a grand festival and prayed to the sun to 
cause great heat to the earth. As they prayed to the sun 
with sincerity by way of grand celebration the sun sent 
strong heat to the earth. As a result, the earthworms could 
not tolerate to remain in their nests. They came out 
through the ant-hills, crawling on the roadsides. In this 
way, many of them were scorched to death. The ants then 
ate the remnants of earthw orms. 

The earthworms did not give up. The remaining 
remnants of earthworms again prayed to God for sending 
more rain to the earth. So God again sent heavy rain which 
killed many ants. The ants were afraid of the water so they 
climbed up on the trees. 

The earthworms and the ants could not reconcile. So, 
even today, whenever ants and earthworms meet, they will 
always pick up quarrel. 


80 



45. Achola 


Once, there was a widow, Achola, who had a beautiful 
daughter. Achola also had a step-sister of her daughter’s 
age w ho happened to be the daughter of her step-mother. 
But her step-mother’s daughter was not as beautiful as her 
own daughter. Their parents died early and after the death 
of their parents, Achola had to take care of both the 
daughters. But Achola was such a selfish woman that she 
would show concern only for her own daughter. Hence, she 
would entrust all the domestic works to the other girl. In 
spite of her hard work, she never gained favor from the 
widow. Anyway, she endured all the ill-treatments. 



One morning, Achola sent her step-sister to draw water 
from the well. When the girl went to the well she stood for 
awhile nearby it. As she was standing by the side of the 
well a lady stranger came and asked her for water to 
drink. The lady stranger happened to be a fairy, but the 
girl was not aware about her nature. So she gently drew 
the water and gave it to the fairy. Then the fairy was 
pleased with her humble act so she blessed her saying, 
“Oh! Little girl! Your behavior had pleased me. Therefore, 
I will bless you! Whenever you speak, gold and flower will 
fall from your mouth!” 

When the girl returned home, she narrated the whole 
incident to Achola. She thought that, Achola, being her 
sister, would be happy to know the incident. But instead, 
Achola was astounded and became restless. 
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So what happened? The next morning Achola sent her 
own daughter who was beautiful to fetch water from the 
same well. As she reached the well, she bent down to draw 
water from the well. At that time the same fairy came and 
asked her for water to drink. Then the beautiful girl said: 
“You draw water for yourself!” 

The fairy did not like her grudging response. So cursed 
the girl saying: 

“Oh! Perverse girl! Whenever you speak, may your 
mouth be full of snakes and toads!” 

Thus the beautiful young girl received a curse from the 
spirit. On hearing that bad news from her daughter, 
Achola became more and more annoyed. Anyway, she later 
realized that it was the reward of her selfishness. 


46. Jungle Rat and House Rat 

One day a house rat strayed to the jungle. As he went 
around the jungle he met a jungle rat and gradually they 
became friends as they began to converse. The jungle rat 
invited his friend to his house for a dinner. As they dined 
together they shared many of their experiences in life. 
After the dinner, the house rat thanked his friend 
profusely and invited him for the dinner in his house. 

In the appointed night, when the jungle rat reached his 
friend’s place, there he found all the delicious food such as 
beans, eggs, corns, rice, meat and so on prepared by his 
friend for their dinner. Thev heartily ate and enjoyed the 
delicious food served by his friend, house rat. 
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After the dinner, when they were sitting and chatting, a 
cat heard their voice. So the cat slowly and slyly came and 
pried them at the corner of the house. After awhile, the cat 
jumped upon, but narrowly missed them. Just by chance 
that they escaped from the jaw of cat. So the jungle rat 
said: 


“Alas! My dear friend, there are many delicious food to 
eat in your place but you cannot live peacefully. There is 
no delicious food in my house except fruits and seeds. But 1 
do not have any enemy like you.” 

47. The Wild Cat and the Cock 

Once upon a time there was a village nearby the river. 
Opposite the village was a dense forest. There was a 
beautiful cock in one of the houses which used to go out in 
search of food in the forest. Every afternoon the cock 
would go there and enjoy insects and other eatables. 


There was a wild cat that lived in the same forest w hich 
came to know that a cock used to go to the forest alone 
every afternoon. So he conceived a plan to kill the cock. He 
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applied this idea and attempted several times to kill the 
eock, but unsuccessful. 

As his attempt failed repeatedly he needed a new 
technique. He was thinking what to do next. One day when 
he was thinking a novel idea came to his mind. So he said 
to himself: 

“Let me study this cock how clever and smart he is. 
Then only I can kill him.” 

So the following day he brought a bone of a small animal 
and hidden it in the bush where the cock used to pass 
through. He then secretly watched from a distance what 
the cock would react to it. As expected, the cock passed 
through and saw the bones in the bush. Seeing the bone the 
cock first examined it and then bit the bone, but could not 
eat it. The wild cat was slyly observing from the distance; 
then he thought: 

“Now I have confirmed that the cock cannot eat the 
bone. So it is easy for me to kill him.” 

The next day, the wild cat again went and kept the bone 
at the same spot and hid in the bush just above the bone. 
When the cock passed through and saw the bone he tried 
to bite it. At that moment the wild cat jumped upon the 
cock and caught it. 
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48. Ongu and Muhmutru (pigeon) 

(Ongu is a bird of pigeon family lived in the forest) 

Long, long ago, there was a man in a certain village who 
had two sons-in-law: ongu (a kind of pigeon-like bird) and 
muhmiitrii (pigeon), ongu and miihmutrii were very close 
co-brothers. They used to share with each other all their 
secrets and help each other in time of troubles. They also 
used to visit their father-in-law together early in the 
morning and appease him for his blessing. 

But their father-in-law was bias and wanted to give 
favor to pigeon. One morning when the pigeon and they 
were conversing, ongu was secretly listening to them. He 
then heard father-in-law advising pigeon to come very 
early the following morning. 

As advised, the father-in-law was waiting for their 
arrival with the expectation that the pigeon would arrive 
ahead of the other son-in-law. But it so happened, that 
ongu arrived ahead of the pigeon. As a result, the father- 
in-law got angry with the pigeon and hence gave away his 
blessing to ongu w ho said: 

“You have obtained blessing from me. Now onwards 
you go to the forest and sing shu-anglu, shu-anglu , on the 
branches of trees.” 

But to the pigeon, he said, “You have missed my 
blessing, so you go and sit under the granaries and while 
searching for food you sing tbutbula-atpa-tbiitbu, tbutbula- 
atpa-tbutbu .” 

Henceforth the bird, ongu, uses to sing shu-anglu, shu- 
anglu, in the forest, but the pigeon would sing “tbutbula- 
atpa-tbutbu, tbutbula-atpa-tbutbu, under the granaries. 
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Whenever a baby is born to a Sangtam, before any solid 
food is given to the baby, the baby must be fed with liver of 
ongu: for female baby, it is given on the fifth day after 
birth and for male infant it is given on the sixth day. This is 
done as a sign of blessing through the bird since it was 
ongu who took blessings from his father-in-law. 


49. Miifiih and Bamboo 



Long, long ago there was a thick forest where miifiih a 
kind of plant' and bamboo lived as neighbors. They always 
helped each other in times of trouble. Their characters are 
however quite opposite to each other. Physically, miifiih 
was healthy and handsome. But his friend, bamboo, was 
the opposite: he was lean and thin. Mentally, miifiih was 
very dull, but his friend, bamboo was intelligent and smart. 

When they were in the forest one day a creeper plant 
called singk/tum, who was a gypsy did not have shelter to 
protect his body. So he came and requested miifiih for 
shelter. Bamboo overheard their conversation so he called 
his friend miifiih to his place and advised him: 

“Once we allowed this singkhum to live with us then we 
will surely be killed by his roots. So you should not permit 
him.” 
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Miifiih listened to the advice of his friend, bamboo. So he 
politely refused to grant singkhum’s request. After some 
time the creeper singkhum made the same request to 
bamboo. But the bamboo politely replied: 

“My dear friend, in no time I am to go out for a journey, 
so I cannot allow you to come to my place.” 

Then the creeper singkhum visited miifiih once again 
and made a sincere request saying: 

“I am a gypsy orphan and homeless. 1 have neither food 
to eat nor a cloth to wear.” 

Forgetting his friend’s advice, miifiih felt sorry for him. 
So he permitted singkhum to live on his branches for a 
short period. It did not cause any harm to mtifiih for a few 
years. But gradually, singkhum formed his root firmly and 
his leaves too developed and spread all over the branches 
of miifiih. As this went on, finally miifiih was rooted to 
death by the roots of singkhum. 

From this folktale, Sangtam parents use to advise their 
children as, “It is better to get rid of wicked persons even if 
one has compassion on them in order not to land oneself 
into trouble.” 
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50. Man and Rat 


In die beginning, man did not know about the method of 
cultivation, nor did he know how to gather food grain. 
Therefore, he ate fruits and food grains like any other 
animals. 

Interestingly however, by that time itself, the rat had 
already acquired the art of saving. He knew how to gather 
fruits and food grains for his consumption. In this way, the 
rat became very rich. 



One day the rat went out to visit the house of man. On 
his way he saw many tiny huts. He then became curious 
and wanted to see them at close range so that he could 
observe them clearly. Thus, he entered inside a hut and 
asked the owner of the house: 

“My dear friend; today, I saw' many huts on my way. So 
kindly explain to me about these huts.” 

The man explained: 

“These are tombs in the graveyard. These huts are built 
for the departed souls.” 

The rat was so appreciated; so he commented: 

“Ihis kind of practice in your community is very good. 
In our community, w hen we die, our dead bodies are eaten 
up by ants and worms.” The rat continued, “So my dear 
friend, when I die, can you kindly construct a small hut for 



me? If you do that for me I shall bring a good luck for you 
so that you may become rich.” 

The man was happy with the concern the rat had shown 
to him, so he promised: 

“Surely, my friend, I will definitely do the favor for you 
when you die.” 

The rat was so pleased with the promise made by the 
man. So as a token of appreciation and friendship between 
them the rat offered a large quantity of food grains to the 
man. With this treasure the man became a rich man. But 
when the man became rich, he became very proud and 
started humiliating others. He even forgot his friend rat. 

Observing the changed behavior of man, the rat got 
annoyed. So he conceived a plan to test the man about his 
trustworthiness. One day, the rat went to the house of man 
and laid there at his doorstep pretending as if he were 
dead. When the son of the man saw the body of rat lying at 
their doorstep he asked his father: 

“Shall we throw away this rat to the jungle?” 

The father agreed. So the man’s son picked up the rat 
and threw it into the jungle. The untrustworthiness of the 
man made the rat very angry. The rat shared his 
grievances with friends saying: 

“The man promised to construct a hut in the graveyard 
when I die. As a token of appreciation I made him rich. 
But, Alas! He told a sheer lie. When I tested his honesty by 
lying down at his doorstep as though I died, he picked me 
up and threw me away to the jungle.” 

His friend too, felt so bad with the way the man had 
done to his friend. So they decided to avenge the man: 
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“We shall destroy all his food grains and other articles in 
his house.” 

Due to this incident, even today the rats use to destroy 
food grains, clothes, and any other valuable articles that 
are stored in man’s house. 


51. The Animal Court 

Once, a crab lived nearby a walnut tree. One day she 
requested the squirrel to pluck a seed of walnut for her. 
The squirrel obliged and climbed up on the walnut tree 
and when he was plucking the walnut it dropped and fell 
straight onto the back of the earthworm. As it was too 
painful the earthworm slithered and crawled into a hole. 
While slithering into the hole he accidentally injured a bat. 
So the bat cried out in pain and came out angrily. He then 
searched for another place tc shelter. As he searched for an 
alternative shelter, he accidentally went into the nose of 
inithun who was sleeping and snoring heavily. Due to this 
the mithun died. 



The death of mithun became a murder case in the 
animal community. They conducted an investigation to 
identify the murderer. As it was investigated they found 
that it was the bat responsible for the cause of minthun’s 
death. So they summoned the bat to animal court. Then 
the bat, as defendant, gave his statement: 
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“When I was peacefully taking rest in my place the 
earthworm came and injured me which cause me sever 
pain. I came out with pain. Since I was almost unconscious 
I accidentally entered into the nose of the mithun.” 

They then summoned earthworm to the court. The 
earthworm stated: 

“When I was sitting under the walnut tree a walnut fell 
upon my back and injured me. As it caused me 
excruciating pain I searched for another hole and while 
entering the hole, I accidentally injured the bat.” 

The hearing continued. The court then summoned the 
walnut and asked for his statement. The walnut explained: 

“When I was silently bearing on my tree, the squirrel 
came and plucked me out by its arms and dropped me.” 

They then asked squirrel who said: 

“The crab told me to pluck the walnut, so while plucking 
it fell upon the back of the earthworm.” 

When they summoned the crab for his defense and asked 
the reason as to why he did so, the crab could not find a 
word. He thought and thought, and finally said: 

“Let me tell you!” 

As he could not find a word to answer the question, he, 
out of fear, sped inside a big stone and hid there. 

The animals got angry but could not pull away the stone. 
So what they did? They all sat on the stone where the crab 
was hiding. Due to heavy weight of the animals the crab 
became flat. In this way they awarded capital punishment 
to the crab. 
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52. Wolf and Two Goats 


Once, there was a man in a village who reared many 
goats. He always spent his time taking care of his goats. Of 
the many goats there were two who were very rebellious 
and always fought. The man always tried to separate them, 
but unsuccessful most of the time. 

There was a wolf that lived in the forest. Every day he 
would watch them from a distance w henever the man took 
out his goats to the forest. The wolf observed two goats 
fought almost every day. Whenever they fought it used to 
spill lot of blood. Seeing their blood the wolf used to be 
very happy. He wanted to lick their spilled blood. So he 
conceived an idea. 

“When these two goats tight, I shall go in between and 
act as a peace-maker. In that way, both will surely respect 
me. At that time I will lick their blood as if I feel pity on 
them.” 

With this thought, one day the wolf met one of the goats 
and said to him: 

“A few days back your rival in your group came and 
asked me for my help but I refused him.” The wolf 
continued: “I will come in between you as a peacemaker. 
At that time you can get opportunity to kill him.” 

The foolish goat believed what the w olf said and agreed 
to whatever the wolf suggested. In the same manner the 
wolf went to the other goat and advised him the same. Both 
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the goats listened to the advice of the wolf. For, they did 
not know that the intention of the wolf was to kill both of 
them one after another. 

The following day when the two goats were about to 
fight, the wolf went between them and cunningly told them 
not to fight. But the two goats did not listen. When they 
were about to fight they accidentally cored the wolf to 
death. 

The saying is that, when we try to deceive someone we 
get ourselves deceived sometimes. 


53. Dog and Pig 

Once, a dog and a pig lived together with a man in a 
certain village. The pig was obedient and hard working, 
but having less word. He was somewhat introvert and used 
to feel bored to argue with the dog in any trifle matter. 
The dog was quite opposite. He was very lazy, yet very 
clever. He was also very argumentative. 

One day their master sent them to clear weeds in the 
field. Instead of weeding the field the dog slept the whole 
day in the hut. But for the pig, he obeyed his master and 
worked sincerely in the field. When evening came the pig 
told the dog: “I have finished my work so I am going 
home.” 

“Ok, go ahead! I shall take a nap for awhile”, replied 
the dog. 
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After the pig left the field, the dog came out from the hut 
and went to the field where the pig had cleaned the weeds. 
He removed all the foot prints of the pig and put his all 
over. After that he ran and got the pig before he reached 
home. In that way, both went back together to the village. 
When they reached home, the pig reported to his master: 

“I worked for the whole day clearing the weeds, but as 
for the dog, he slept in the hut throughout the day”, 
reported the pig. 

But the dog countered saying that the pig was lying. The 
dog then told their master to go and see by himself in order 
to know the truth: 

“If you do not believe me vou may go to the field and see 
yourself”, said the dog. 

In order to find out the truth, the man went to the field 
early in the morning. As he inspected the field he found 
footprints of the dog only. So he believed that what the dog 
said was true. 

On his return home the man abused the pig calling him 
“liar” and did not permit him to sleep inside the house. But 
for the dog, he not only allowed him to sleep inside the 
house, but also fed him with good food. 

Since then men allow dogs sleep inside the house and 
pigs outside the house. 
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54. Why Pigeon Uses to Shed Tears 

Once, pigeon was the son of sun. He was mild, humble 
and obedient, too. Every day he would look after his 
younger brother. He would carry his younger brother on 
his back and whenever his brother cried, he would always 
do lullaby to his brother in order to make him sleep on his 
back. 

One day what happened? The sun, as mother, went to 
the field with her two sons. When evening approached, she 
let the pigeon carry the baby on his back and walk behind 
her. In this way they were returning home. When they 
were on their way, the cloth with which the pigeon carried 
his younger brother got torn and the baby fell into the cliff. 
Noticing the incident the sun rushed to the spot and said to 
the pigeon: 

“Bring back your younger brother and follow me!” 



The pigeon being so obedient to his mother went down to 
the bottom of rock and found the baby. He then lifted up 
his brother, carried him on his back and tried to follow his 
mother. His mother however did not wait for him. The 
pigeon, with his younger brother on his back, rushed after 
his mother, but could not catch her. He only saw her going 
towards the west. Anyway, the pigeon struggled running as 
fast as he could, but still couldn’t catch his mother. As a 
result, he felt very sad as he could not see his mother 
anymore. 
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Thus it is said that, every morning and every evening the 
pigeon sheds his tears crying melancholy, Dudula atpa 
dudu! Dudula atpa dudul 


55. Achoba 

Many, many years ago once there was a boy named 
Achoba who lived in a certain village. His parents 
entrusted him to look after their cattle, so everyday he used 
to take their cattle in the jungle for grazing. He had to be 
always alert, because carnivorous animals like tigers, 
wolves often kill their cattle. He used to shout in the jungle 
to drive them away. Sometime, he used to feel bored, too, 
to be alone always, so even when there was no danger of 
wild beasts he would simply shout in order to refresh 
himself. 

One day he led his cattle to the green pasture deep into 
the forest. According to Sangtam culture, it is considered 
an insult if one shouts at someone. Achoba did not know 
about the nature of echo before. So that day, as he felt so 
tedious, he simply screamed as if shouting at someone in 
the jungle. Immediately he heard echo of his shout. 
Without knowing that it was simply an echo he perceived 
that someone was imitating him. So he got angry with the 
one imitated him. Though he did not physically see the 
person who imitated him he got angry with him. 

When evening approached he went back to his village 
with his cattle. He then related the incident to his mother. 

His mother consoled him not to feel angry with the 
person and advised him to go again to the same place the 
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following day and shout, “I am a good boy.” After a gap of 
time, again shout, “I am a bad boy.” 

As advised by his mother Achoba went back to the same 
pasture with his cattle. On reaching the place he shouted, 
“I am a good boy.” 

Immediately he heard the same voice, “I am a good 
boy.” 

Then he again shouted, “I am a bad boy.” 

Then he heard the same, “I am a bad boy.” 

At first, he was confused. lie thought that someone was 
imitating his voice. But later he realized that it was only an 
echo. When he came back home and narrated the whole 
happening to his mother she said to him: 

“If we do good works to others we get back the same in 
return. But if we do bad thing to others, we get back the 
same negative consequence.” 


56. Compassion of Spider 

Human beings never think seriously about the 
importance of spiders. But, the spiders are said to be very 
compassionate to human beings. They are also a very 
clever insect and can even deceive evil spirits. 

Evil spirits hate human beings so much. They always 
search for human beings in their homes or even on the 
road sides in order to cause harm to them by way of 
causing fever on them or sometimes even to the extent of 
killing them. Seeing this danger frequently faced by the 
people, the spiders always have so much compassion on 
human beings. In order to save human beings from danger 
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they would construct webs inside the house as well as on 
the road sides. 

When evil spirit searches for human beings and could 
not find any, it would go to the spider and ask him: 

“Where has the man gone?” 

Then the spider would reply, “I saw the man long time 
ago. That’s why I have constructed my webs in their homes 
and on the road sides.” 



When the spider replies the evil spirit in this way, the 
spirit would hesitantly go back to his old road. In this way, 
spiders use to save human beings from evil spirits in many 
occasions. 


57. Dream of a Young Crab 

One night, when a young crab was sleeping under a 
stone in a river she saw a bad dream. In her dream, she 
saw' that she had decided to leave that stone under which 
she was taking shelter and began to search for another. But 
she could not find any other shelter. While she was in such 
a helpless condition, the stone laughed at her. Seeing her in 
a helpless condition, one of the stones felt sorry for her. So 
he said: 

“Oh! What a pitiful crab you are! But don’t worry for 
this. You may come here and take shelter under me!” 
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The next morning, when she woke up, she remembered 
her dream. So she felt very sad. She rather worried that it 
might be a bad omen. 

When day hour came, she went out strolling by the bank 
of the river trying to reason out about her dream. Then, 
she saw a man coming towards the river with his son. As 
soon as she saw them she rushed back to her hole. 

As she was hiding under the stone in a pool, the two men 
went to that pool and began to divert water to the other 
way in order to empty water from the pool to catch fishes 
and other water insects. As they emptied water from a pool 
they began to catch fishes and other insects whatever was 
living there. 



Finally, they went to the stone where the crab was 
hiding. There they saw a hole under the stone so they tried 
to pull away the stone. The young crab was so scared so she 
closed her eyes. There was no way for her to escape. The 
only option was to plea the stone not to move away. So the 
young crab requested the stone saying: 

“My father, will you kindly save me from this danger? 

But by then the stone was already pulled away. So the 
stone replied to the young crab with a grave voice: 

“Oh, my young daughter, I’m your father! But my life is 
also at stake. Because I am already turned upside-down 
and hence couldn’t even move my body.” 
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The stone was helpless. Therefore, the men caught the 
young crab and put her in their fishing basket. But w hen 
they were busy emptying water from another pool below 
the young crab slowly crawled out from the basket and 
escaped. 

The crab was so upset with the stone that she did not 
trust it anymore. She would always advise her children 
never to rely on any stone. Not only that, she would also 
advise her children as, “It is always safer to rely on oneself 
than on others.” 

After this terrible incident she never even leaves her 
children alone, but always carries them on her belly 
wherever she goes out for roaming, even in time of working 
in the field. 


58. A Father and His Daughter 

Long time ago there was a man who had only one 
daughter. When she grew up she used to associate with her 
peer groups. As they played and worked together, her 
friends came to know about her character. Many a time 
she told lies to her friends, even when they played games 
together. After knowing her character many of her friends 
began to dislike her and distanced her away. Her father 
came to know about his daughter’s dishonesty. As any 
normal father, he too disliked it. 

One morning he was plaiting a cane basket on the floor 
above the porch of their house. From the floor he could 
directly see the jungle opposite to their house. So he called 
his daughter and asked her to climb up on the floor where 
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he was. When she climbed up to the floor, he at the pretext 
of seeing deer said: 

“Look, there are two deer standing in the jungle!” 

Then she screamed: 

“Oh father, not only two, there are three standing in the 
jungle.” 

Ascertaining her dishonesty by such exaggeration, he got 
angry with his daughter and said: 

“I often heard from your friends that you use to tell lies 
very often. Because of that no one likes you. So just to test 
you, I have told you a lie. In fact, there is no deer in the 
jungle. Now I have ascertained your dishonesty. Truly, you 
are such a liar.” 

Her father then immediately picked up a piece of cane 
and struck her repeatedly. She cried loudly promising her 
father never to tell a lie any more. She screamed saying: 

“Father, forgive me, forgive me. I shall never tell a lie 
any more from now onward.” 

Her father rigorously reprimanded her for telling such a 
lie because he only wanted his daughter to speak the truth. 


59. A Wicked Widow 

Once there lived a poor widow in a certain village. She 
had one son. The son was very compassionate and always 
tried to take care of his mother. As they were very poor 
and his mother was very lazy to work in the field, what he 
only had to do was to take care of his mother by getting 
food grains by way of bartering them with Firewood. 
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The poor boy used to cut firewood from forest and 
bartered them with food grains. So cutting of firewood was 
his main occupation. Early in the morning he would go to 
the forest and cut firewood for the whole day. 

There was also an old man who lived in the same village. 
This old man was very sickly and poor too. But there was 
no one to take care of him. As there was no other source he 
would always visit the wicked widow with the expectation 
that she might offer some food to him. Initially, she would 
show her compassion to him, but as this continued she got 
disgusted. She only wanted to get rid of him. Later, instead 
of providing charity to the old man, she would only abuse 
him. In this way she stopped sharing any food to him. Still 
then he did not mind of her heartlessness. lie would keep 
on visiting the widow’s house every day. 

So what happened? She decided to poison him to death. 
One morning when the old man visited her, she gave him a 
poisoned food. But he did not know her intention. He 
heartily took it and went to his house. 

He w as so mindful of his food. So instead of consuming it 
he provisioned it for the evening meal. It so happened that 
the widow went to her field thereafter. But as usual the old 
man stayed in his house. When evening came, the son of 
the widow came home hungry and fatigued. But he did not 
find his mother at home. Since he was so hungry and there 
was no food to eat in his house, he went to the old man’s 
house. He told the old man about his hunger. The old man 
felt sorry for him so he gave to the boy the only food he 
had provisioned for his evening meal. 

Without knowing that it was already poisoned by his 
mother herself, he gusted up the food. As a result, he died 
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instantaneously before his mother came home from the 
field. After reaching village the wicked widow came to 
know about her son’s death, hence enquired about the 
reason. Coming to know about the incident she realized 
that it was her own wickedness. 


60. The Orphan Warrior 



Like any other Naga tribes, head hunting was part of the 
tradition of Sangtam forefathers. A man was respected in 
the society only when he became a warrior. Houses and 
dresses of the warriors were specially designated. On the 
contrary, villains or traitors were never accepted by the 
society. As warriors had to defend and challenge enemy 
they even had to endure hunger and thirst when they w ent 
on war expedition. 

During the forefathers’ period, one tribe waging war 
against another tribe was very frequent. Therefore, they 
only had to live in alertness by way of keeping themselves 
vigilant. Once, a certain village came to know that the 
enemies were on their way to raid their village. So the 
village elders selected their best warriors and dispatched 
them to fight the enemies. In the group of warriors an 
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orphan boy was also selected. On the way, the warriors 
met enemies and fought with them heroically. They killed 
many enemies and compelled them retreat. 

After fierce fighting, some warriors went back to their 
village. But since the distance was very far some of the 
warriors could not come back home, so they decided to 
sleep on the way nearby a river. They then made a camp 
on the bank of the river. The warriors cut down the plant 
of arid htrongpha and paved the leaves on the ground to 
sleep on them. The plant happened to be a very poisonous 
one, but no one of them knew about its nature. After few 
hours the warriors began to feel uncontrollable discomfort 
of their bodies as they were attacked by arid htrongpha. 
They felt excruciating pain but there was no way to get 
relieved from the pain; so they unconsciously jumped into 
the river one by one, but instead of getting relieved it only 
worsen the pain. 

It so happened that the orphan warrior slept at the 
corner of the camp. He paved the ground with different 
type of leaves for himself to sleep. The next morning, when 
he woke up from sleep, he found all his companion 
warriors dead on their beds. So the orphan warrior 
hurriedly went to the village and related to the villagers 
about the incident. He was the only person saved from the 
poisonous plant. 
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61. The Repented Fox 

Once, fox lived in the village as part of the village 
community. He was however very cunning and 
untrustworthy, because he always betrayed others. It was 
unsafe for the village if such an untrustworthy member 
lived in the village. Therefore, the village community made 
a plan to do away the fox. 

In doing shifting cultivation, people used to burn their 
fields during early spring season. The village community 
had a common field and everyone must work together in 
the community field on a fixed day. When the season of 
burning the field came, the villagers went to the 
community field to set fire in it. The fox and his elder 
brother also went to the field along with others. In the 
field, the trees were to be cut down. So the village elders 
assigned the job of cutting down the trees to the fox. They 
said to the fox, “You are the right person who can cut 
down the trees in the field.” 

The fox agreed. He went straight to the middle of the 
field and started cutting down the trees. When cutting 
down the trees he chanted, 

Huh, o-h ee-oh o-h ee-h elo! 

(This implies as with our strength we cut down the trees) 



When he was cutting down the trees the villagers set fire 
from the lower part of the field with the intention of 
burning him to death. The flame of the fire gradually 
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surrounded the entire area of the field, but the fox was still 
in the middle ol the field and continued cutting down the 
trees. The fire was approaching him, so the fox dug a hole 
below a big tree. After digging the earth for a moment he 
would again cut the tree chanting the same rhyme, 

Hulo, o-h ee-o/i o-h ee-h elo! 

Finally, the fire reached the spot where he was cutting 
the tree. The fox then immediately entered inside the hole 
which he had dug and safely hidden there. But the villagers 
thought that he was already engulfed by the fire. 

After fire subsided, the fox hurriedly ran to the main 
road and laid fiat at the middle of road pretending as if he 
was already killed by the fire and someone has thrown his 
dead body there. He also applied some fermented soya¬ 
beans in his mouth to attract flies. As he laid on the road 
the flies came and were buzzing at his mouth. When 
evening approached, the villagers were returning to the 
village. On their way back to the village they saw the body 
of the fox. As they saw it some of them said: 

“We must not touch him, because he is killed by fire”. 
While some others said, “The tricky fellow is lying here.” 

Still some others said, “He deserved to be killed.” 

Lastly, his elder brother came and saw him lying on the 
road. He then plucked tree leaves and chased away the flies 
that were buzzing around his mouth. With the same leaves 
he beat his younger brother’s body as a sign of 
sanctification murmuring: 

“The younger brother was rich and had many wealthy 
friends, but had neglected his elder brother in his good 
times. When you were alive you never knew your elder 
brother. Today you are killed by fire, but no one mourned 
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for you, no one even touched your body. But I, being your 
elder brother, will take care of your dead body.” 

After his last words, the fox got up, embraced his elder 
brother and said with tears: 

“Actually, I am not dead. I just tested the people. Today 
I have learned a good example. When the danger comes in 
life there is nothing like own brothers and sisters.” 

The fox was so regretted for neglecting his elder brother 
all those days. So he, with his regretful heart, carried his 
elder brother as a token of repentance. In this way they 
went to the village together. 

The fox being a rich man, ordered his servant to kill the 
biggest pig in his house. He then cut the meat into parts 
and gave the best portions to his elder brother saying: 

“When I killed or trapped animals I did not share with 
you the meat. When I offered feast to the village I did not 
gift you meat.” 

The remaining meat, he gave some portion to his friends 
who said in favor of him. He gave bones to those who spoke 
against him on that day. After this incident, the fox 
realized the importance of brotherly love and shown great 
care to his elder brother. 
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62. Friendship between Dog and Goat 



In the early days, dog had two horns on his head, but 
goat did not have any horns. They were friends. One day 
the dog was licking powder of rice from a mortar, but it 
was inconvenient for him because his horns were giving 
obstruction. In order to free himself he pulled out his horns 
from his head and kept them beside the mortar. At that 
time his friend, goat, was watching. So he entrusted goat to 
look after his horns. 

Looking at his friend’s horns the goat was fascinated to 
try on his head. Without his friend’s knowledge, he put 
them on his head as a trial. But as he put the horns on his 
head he felt it so majestic and did not want to remove them 
from his head. So he ran away with the horns. 

Thereafter, the dog could not get back his horns from 
the goat. Since that day onwards the dog became hornless. 
Because of this, even today, whenever dog and goat met, 
they would always quarrel and light for the horns. 
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63. Achiimse 


Once, there was a man named, Achumse, who had wife, 
Akliala, and three sons Yangsemong, Apise and Atsase. 
Though they lived in a simple life, yet they were always 
happy. They had grandfather, Rangdongse, who lived with 
them. 

They all loved the grandfather and took care of him very 
well. Similarly, the grandfather also loved them dearly. 
Unfortunately, mother Akliala passed away early. After 
her death, the family suffered in various ways. Thinking 
that their lives would become better if he took a second 
wife, Achumse married Akhingla as his new wife after a 
few years of his first wife’s death. Unfortunately, she 
happened to be very arrogant and unloving. She did not 
like the children as well as^their grandfather. Outwardly, 
in presence of their father, she would pretend as if she 
cared for them so much, but the reality was opposite. 

Sometimes Achumse used to spend his time for trapping 
animals in the jungle and some other times in the field. In 
absence of her husband she used to mistreat her 
stepchildren and her father-in-law. She would serve meal 
to her father-in-law in a bamboo plate, which was very 
disgraceful according to Sangtam’s way of life. The 
grandfather of children did not like it so he used to feel 
very bad with his daughter-in-law. But he never revealed 
this to his son lest their family relationship might estrange. 
Anyway, whatever she did to their grandfather in absence 
of their father was noticed by the three boys. 

What happen one morning? When Achumse and 
Akhingla were sitting in the kitchen the three boys tried to 
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make bamboo plates. Observing what his sons were 
making, the father asked: 

“Why are you making bamboo plate, sons; we have 
many good plates in our house?” 

In reply they said: 

“Dear father, one day both of you will become old like 
our grandfather. So we are making plates for your evening 
life.” 

Achiiinse was shocked and perplexed. So he again asked: 

“Who served you meal in bamboo plates?” 

“During your absence, our mother uses to serve meal to 
grandfather in bamboo plates”, replied the sons. 

Hearing that, Achiimse was alarmed. He wanted to 
know all the details and hence inquired how it actually 
happened. Finally, he was convinced with the fact how his 
second wife used to mistreat his children and their 
grandfather in his absence. He then sternly warned his 
wife. Akhingla also confessed her misdeeds and realized 
that what she did to her stepchildren and grandfather was 
wrong. As she confessed her misdeeds before her husband 
and repented, they reconciled and lived together in a 
happy life. 


64. The Lazy Aloba 

Aloba was a poor and lazy cultivator. He became poor 
only because of his laziness. Although very lazy to work in 
the field, yet he always imagined to become a rich man. 

In order to become rich, he, one day, purchased a pot of 
milk from the milkman. He poured the milk into two pots 


110 


and filled up the pots with water. He thought that by 
selling these two pots of milk he w ould become a rich man. 
He said to himself: 

“With the money 1 get from this sell I shall purchase 
many hens. The hens w ill then lay many eggs so that I shall 
again sell the eggs. Some eggs, I shall leave for hatching. I 
shall get more money by selling these chicks. Then after 
some years I shall construct a nice building. After which, I 
shall marry and have many children. My children shall be 
obedient to me. But in case if they do not obey me, I shall 
beat them w ith my stick.” 

While he was imagining all the impossibilities he 
unconsciously lifted up his stick and broke his two pots of 
milk. As the pots were broken the milk in them gushed out 
to the ground. 


65. Convention of Birds 



Once, birds convened a meeting for a certain decision. 
All the birds from different part of the earth were invited 
to the convention. The main objective of the convention 
was to select the best orator among them. 

At the convention, they stood up one by one and each 
showed their best talent in speaking on various themes 
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each one had prepared. In the meeting phophu ‘owl’ was 
also sitting. When the time was given to him, he 
majestically stood up and began to deliver his speech. He 
talked about the universe and at the conclusion of his 
speech he suggested: 

“According to my opinion there should be six months for 
dark period, so that we can take rest for a longer time.” He 
continued: “Again, I wish that there should be sunshine for 
another six months so that we can work for a longer time.” 

This was not acceptable to other birds. The participants 
were annoyed with this suggestion and protested that the 
period of day and night was too long for them. So they said 
to the owl: 

“Hearing your suggestion all of us are unhappy with 
you.” 

They all protested against the opinion of the owl, 
gathered round him and squashed his face one after 
another. As a result, his face became very flat. After the 
speech of owl, a large and beautiful bird called 
yilmselapung stood up and said: 

“My esteemed fellow members, this is my suggestion. 
There should be day and night in a day so that we can live 
happily.” 

Everyone in the meeting had appreciated this opinion 
saying, “That was a very good speech. There could be no 
better opinion than that.” 

He was a big bird before, but after making such a noble 
suggestion, every bird that attended the meeting came to 
him and patted him. As they patted his body one after 
another he gradually became smaller and smaller. So till 
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today, although the bird yumselapung remains beautiful, 
yet his body remains very small. 


66. How Rat Left Jungle 

Once, the wind blew away yeast from the hands of man 
to the jungle. Accidentally the yeast fell into a hole where a 
rat was living. When the rat saw the yeast he picked it up 
and examined it carefully. He felt that it would be very 
valuable so he kept it under his care safely. 

The man went in search of the yeast in the direction 
where the wind carried away the yeast. He finally found 
that it was with the rat so he said to the rat very harshly: 

“Give me the yeast! It belongs to me.” 

But the rat wondered. He raised his mouth and said: 

“How can I know that it belongs to you?” 

Then the man thought, “Unless I tell a lie to him with a 
humble voice, I may not get back my yeast.” So he said 
with a humble voice: 

“There are many better and delicious foods than this in 
my house. If you give me back my yeast I shall allow you to 
live with me in my house and whatever you may want to 
eat I shall let you.” 

Hearing the sweet words of the man, the rat was tempted 
to live with him so that he could eat any type of food he 
might like. With this thought he gave away the yeast to the 
man and followed him to his house. As they entered inside 
the house the rat saw various items of food. The man then 
prepared rice-beer with the yeast. As promised, the man 
did not restrict the rat to eat any item of food he might like 
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to eat. Since then the rat began to live with man in the 
house and till today the rat did not want to abandon the 
house of man in spite of the many dangers he has to face. 


67. The Fox and the Tiger 



Once, there was a couple of tiger in the forest. One day, 
the tigress delivered a cub and as she had to nurture her 
cub in the den she could not go out for hunting. So the tiger 
had to go out hunt animal all by himself. One day he was 
unfortunate, he could not get any in spite of his searching 
for animals all around. 

As night had already approached, he had to return home 
empty handed. When reaching his den he saw a fox cub 
sleeping at his doorstep. The young fox was too small to be 
killed. Moreover he felt pity on it. So he brought it inside 
his den and gave it to his wife. Seeing the helpless fox cub 
she also felt pity on it so she kept it with her and looked 
after it along with her cub. The two young animals became 
friendly and used to playtogether in the den. 

After they had grown big and were able to stay alone in 
the den, the tigress went out for a hunt with her husband. 
In their absence a bison approached their den. When the 
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two young animals saw the bison the tiger cub tried to fight 
with the bison. But the fox cub said: “If you go nearby the 
bison you will be killed.” After saying this, the young fox 
ran to their den. Seeing that the fox cub ran away to the 
den the tiger cub also followed him to the den. 

When their parents returned, the tiger cub reported to 
his mother about the incident. Then the tigress insulted the 
young fox for his timidity. The fox cub never heard such an 
insulting expression from his mother. So he was 
astonished. He responded his mother: 

“I can do according to my gift. Do you think that I am 
coward? My mother, am I not your son?” 

Then the tigress replied: “My son, you should know that 
you are a fox by nature. The foxes never kill bison.” The 
young fox could not believe it so he asked: “Then how 1 
came to live with you?” 

The tigress explained about the details how they took 
care of him from his babyhood saying, “My husband 
brought you here and asked me to take care of you. 
Therefore, I nursed you as my own child. But from today 
onwards you cannot live with us in our family.” 

The young fox sadly left the den and went to the other 
side of the forest in search of his family members. 
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68. The Boastful Stag 



Once in a summer season a stag felt very thirsty, but 
there was no water available where he stayed. So he went 
to another place in search of water. While searching he 
found a lake. When he was drinking water from the lake 
he saw his own image. He became proud praising himself: 

“What a beautiful horns I have!” 

After a moment, he looked at his long and thin legs. 
When he saw his legs he felt it so disgraceful. He then 
complained to God for his disgraceful legs. 

When he was complaining against God, at that moment, 
a hunter came and saw him. The hunter began to chase 
him with his fearful spear. But his disgraceful legs enabled 
him to run with tremendous speed. When running through 
the bushes his beautiful horns got stuck-up in a thick bush. 
With all his might he struggled to free from it, but 
couldn’t. When he was struggling in the bush, the hunter 
came and hurled his spear at the stag and killed him. 
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69. Neighborhood of Dog, Pig and Crow 

Once, there was a poor man w ho had wife and children. 
Although they were poor, yet they lived together happily. 

Dog, pig and crow were their neighbors. Observing 
happy life of the man’s family, they envied them. So they 
went and requested the man to let them live with him. 
Seeing their pitiable condition, the man felt sorry and 
hence allowed them to live with the family. 

These animals were lazy. They only ate and played 
without working; whereas the house owner and wife 
always went to the field and worked in the field. So one day 
the house owner called them and said: 

“Now, my wife and I are in our evening life, so we 
cannot work throughout the day. Therefore, I have decided 
in this way: those who work in my field will be allowed to 
sleep inside the house, but those who do not work in the 
field shall only sleep outside the house.” 

Accordingly the next day, the three went to the field. As 
soon as they reached the field, the pig began to work, but 
the lazy dog went and slept under the shade of a tree. As 
for the crow, she went hoping from tree to tree singing 
joyfully. In this way the dog and the crow wasted their 
time. 

When evening approached, the pig went to the river for 
bathing. Then the lazy dog and the crow went to the field 
where the pig worked and removed all his foot prints. 

In the evening, in order to find out who actually worked 
in the Held, the man went to the field. There he found only 
the foot prints of the dog and the crow. He did not find any 
foot print of the pig. So after he returned home he called 
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all the three and said to them, “Today I have visited the 
field and found only the foot prints of the dog and the 
crow, but not the pig’s. So I will allow the dog and the crow 
to sleep inside the house, but for the pig, he will sleep 
outside the house.” 

Hearing that, the pig cried bitterly and explained to him 
that he was the only one who actually worked in the field. 
But his master did not believe him. 

After harvesting was over, people celebrated their 
harvest festival. The man killed the pig and smeared the 
ground with its blood in the form of ritual performance. 
Thereafter he went to the river to wash its intestine. When 
the man was cleaning the intestine of the pig, the dog and 
the crow began to fight for it. Since the crow was weaker 
he could not fight with the dog so he flew to the top of a 
tree and then went home. Even at home they again 
quarreled and fought for the pig’s intestine. The dog 
became furious and hence chased away the crow from the 
house. The crow too was very angry but could not fight 
with the dog. So he flew to the top of a bamboo, sneered at 
the dog and said, “I am wiser. 1 do not believe in man so 1 
am no more under his control. I would fly anywhere I like 
and eat any food 1 wish. But as for you, you are under the 
control of man. If he does not like to feed you, then he will 
not feed you. If he wants to kill you then he will kill you.” 

Due to this incident the dog and the crow are still enemy. 
Whenever the crow sits nearby the dog, he will bark at her 
and chase her away fearing that the crow may reveal the 
truth to their master about their lies. 
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70. War between Animals and Birds 



Once, there was scarcity of food on earth. A solution was 
needed for their survival. If all the animals and birds ate 
food any time they liked the food problem would become 
more acute. So they decided that one group would eat food 
day time only and the other group during night time. But a 
question arose who would eat day time and who would in 
the night, because both the groups wanted to cat day time 
and take rest during night hour. The dispute became bad 
to worse and there was no way to arrive at amicable 
solution. Gradually, they began to use their might to 
subdue the other. This had caused a great war between 
them. They fought for many years but neither could defeat 
the other group. The two opposite groups were camped in 
two different places. But the bat did not join either group 
during the war. 

The heavy war went on and many died from both sides. 
Finally they realized the futility in continuing the war. So 
both the groups sent their emissaries to settle the dispute. 

One day, when they were assembling in their respective 
camps to settle a peace treaty the bat also came to join one 
of the groups. The bat, w hen he examined himself he saw 
that his wings were without feathers as compared to the 
birds. They appeared like the body of animals. When he 
examined his physical features, he, like any other animals, 


119 





had four legs. So he thought that he should join the 
animals. Therefore the bat went to the animal camp and 
suggested that he should be taken as part of them. But 
seeing his wings the animals said to the bat: 

“Oh! Alas! You, bat has got wings. So you are not one of 
us.” 


In this way the animals rejected the bat. Thereafter, the 
bat went to the camp of birds and said to them: 

“I came here to help you in this war.” 

But the birds replied, “You have got four legs, but all of 
us have got only two legs. So you cannot be part of us.” 

In this way, both the animals and the birds rejected the 
bat. So he ran away. In the war, both sides fought 
heroically on the dispute “who should eat food day time”. 
The winner would eat day time and the looser night time. 
But neither could defeat the other so they finally made a 
peace treaty. According to the treaty, both birds and 
animals were free to eat food any time they like, but the bat 
was denied this freedom. It had to eat food in between day 
and night time when there was only dim light. 
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71. The Two Foolish Goats 



You may have seen the goats, how the goats can climb on 
rocks or branches of trees. The goat can climb anywhere, 
on the trees, on the rocks or mountains, yet never fall 
down. 

Here we hear a story of two goats. Once, while searching 
for food, two he-goats met at a very narrow passage on a 
rocky mountain. It was no possibility to cross over each 
other in such a narrow passage on a high rocky mountain. 
So when they met, they stood opposite to each other 
arguing who should give way to the other, because only one 
of them could cross the road. It was a very dangerous 
place, yet both of them were very selfish and did not want 
to make way for the other. So one of the he-goats said, “In 
this rocky place you should give me way to cross the road.” 

Then the other countered, “Why should I go back? It is 
impossible for me to turn back on this road. If I do, I will 
surely fall and die. So you should go back.” 

Then the other said, “You told me to go back, but it is 
more difficult for me to go back than jumping upon your 
back. So, if you can’t go back then you stand still over 
there and I shall jump upon your back so that both can 
cross this rocky place.” 
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“That is impossible for me”, replied the other. 

They tried their best to negotiate to cross each other, but 
in vain since both did not agree to go back. As they failed 
to compromise they agreed the fight so that the winner 
would cross the road. Both gave their utmost strength and 
fought on the rocky place. While fighting, their horns were 
also twisted. Finally, both fell from the high rock and died. 
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